Research, Writing, Publishing: Do’s and Don’ts

1) Make writing part of your daily activity, (don’t binge write): learn to get writing done when you only have short periods of time

2) Don’t procrastinate: (since for many of us it is tougher to write, than to teach or do service, we add further tasks, detail, to these areas and avoid writing)

3) Set manageable goals that can be met

4) Analyze writing habits: Why are you not more productive? Problems of time-management? No ideas? Can’t get anything on paper? Too critical? Need serious deadline?

5) Get connected: look for co-authored projects, but know pros and cons.  Network with publishers, editors, know as much as you can about journals and presses.

6) Don’t be too proud to ask for help: ask for advice when you get stuck; get regular feedback from colleagues

7) Avoid huge time-sink activities: (collecting huge data sets; years in archives)

8) If you have to do administrative work—and we all do—make it something that furthers your research, if possible.

9) Find a competent GRA (or talented undergraduate student): delegate tasks that make sense, that is, that truly free up time for you.

10) Seek grants to buy out of teaching: (see Ann’s presentation)

11) Work on multiple projects simultaneously: when one project is under review, move to next one; if you get stuck, you have something else to work on.

12) Try to get multiple publications out of one project: book and articles, maybe in different languages, different cases, etc.

13) Work on something you feel passionate about, that you want to research: this gives greater motivation to put in extra hours.

14) Be organized: file things in logical places so you can find them.

15) Don’t despair: don’t get immobilized by bad news.  If work is rejected, try to turn it around quickly.  Send it to another journal or publisher.  Don’t revise endlessly, resubmit.

16) Have a support group: you are not the only person doing research, writing and publishing.  Find sounding boards.

