EET Workshops Implementation

Use this template to share the results of how you have incorporated the techniques of an EET chapter into your teaching. Let us know how you used the EET in the classroom by describing the projects and activities that you carried out with your students. In addition to this template, post a PowerPoint presentation or a text file with screen shots to document your results.

Name: Christopher R. Nitzsche
Position and school: Science Teacher, Cleveland Heights High School
Title of the EET Chapter on which you based your Project or Activity: Seeing the Forest for the Trees:  What’s in Your Woods
Dataset Used:  Auburn Land Lab Fig Excel Sheet, Auburn FIA, Maine Forest Project File
Tool Used:  My World GIS
Project/Activity Question(s):

· Do Maine’s forests have a healthy level of biodiversity?

· How much data is required to have an accurate report?

Project/Activity Goal(s):

· Students will discuss biodiversity in forests, the importance of trees, and how much data is needed to create good scientific conclusions.

Brief Description of the Project/Activity:  I presented to one of my freshman physical science class the ppt that I modified from Stephens post.  We followed this up with a group discussion.
Number of Students (With how many students did you carry out the project/activity?):
8
Time Spent on the Project/Activity (How many hours or class periods did the project/activity take?): 

1 hr

Your Reflections on the Project/Activity:

· How do you feel the project/activity went with students? 

I think it went well.  The students listened, asked questions and seemed to understand the material relatively easily.  
· What sorts of questions did student ask? What insights did they have? How proficient are students in using the dataset and/or tool of the EET chapter?

My kids are somewhat city kids and they really struggle with the idea of how people could actually enjoy having a job where they get to walk around in the woods and count trees.  They think it’s crazy and why in the world would you want to do that because aren’t there bears in the woods?  Do the people carry guns?  How much money do they make?  
· How will you carry out this project/activity differently in the future?
I would like to take them out and count trees.  We are trying to get a biological field station put in on an old golf course.  My kids really need to get out of the classroom and into the field more.  Their knowledge about the world outside of the city is limited to movies so I am really struggling with keeping them interested.  This is a great activity though and I think it will work better with my bio students next year.
