Ideas for increasing student attention to careers

Compiled from our discussion at the 2007 Fall Follow-Up Workshop

1. Call your students scientists, mathematicians, and engineers. Show them that you are a scientist/mathematician/engineer as well (one who just happens to teach school). One simple way to reinforce this is instead of writing  
“Name _____________________” at the top of worksheets you prepare, write “Scientist: ___________________” 

2. As a preview to science videos, ask students to watch for the various careers held by people in the show. In your follow-up discussion about the science content, discuss the careers too, including what kind of schooling it might take to get some of the jobs they saw, and what else those folks do.

3. Use a real life math activity: Assign different salaries to students based on how much school they want to take or what career they choose, then have them build a budget. They have to find an apartment, set aside money for transportation, food, clothes, etc. Kids will find out for themselves that the people who took the most school get the best salaries and could afford a good lifestyle.

4. Using role-playing in activities can help students envision themselves in various career roles, especially if you give a rich and detailed description of the role. The RAFT (Role, Audience, Format, Topic) strategy offers a creative approach for reading and writing assignments. A resource for RAFT ideas: http://people.uncw.edu/sherrilld/edn352/raft.html
5. One assignment discussed put students in the role of toy engineers. (This is a great role because it’s not that far-fetched for them and many of them would love to have that job.) The teacher lets “slackers” know that they’d get fired if they don’t put some real effort into the job.

6. Watch for opportunities to participate in conferences where students get to immerse themselves in science content. The annual “Women in Science” conference (held in the Boston area each October?) offers students a chance to do science activities with scientists. Watch for other “meet the scientist” events in your area.

7. Rather than having students do reports about historical figures, have then research real people who have current jobs. Inventors and technology innovators are candidates for this type of report. Several career-focused websites have career profiles which include interviews with people who have these jobs. A Webquest might be a good way to get students to go through such materials to raise their awareness of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics careers.

8. Be sure to include authenticity in student projects: For instance, products of a graphic design project were used to inform kids in another grade about some upcoming event.

9. Questions that can encourage students to consider what they’ll do for a career: 

Do you know that some people do this sort of thing for a living?

What kind of job do you think you could get by knowing this?

What would it take to get that job?

10. Consider how you might inspire students in an after school club that does interesting stuff like field trips to science museums. Give the kids some great experiences that they can share that will make more kids want to be involved. Help kids battle the “geek” image by reminding them of very successful geeks like Bill Gates (the richest human in the world).

