Definitions of Terms in Excel Spreadsheet Kuiperbelt.xls
	Astronomical Unit (AU)
	A unit of length. It is the approximate mean distance between the center of the Sun and the center of the Earth.   (Approx. 149,597,870.7 km). 



	Semimajor Axis
	The mean distance between the center of the Sun and the center of a planet or other body that orbits the Sun.  It is commonly expressed in terms of AU’s or 106 km. 



	Perihelion
	The point in a body’s orbit that is closest to the Sun. 



	Aphelion
	The point in a body’s orbit that is furthest from the Sun.



	Tropical Period 

(Length of year)
	The mean interval between vernal equinoxes. 



	Orbital Eccentricity
	A measure of the circularity of an orbit. A circular orbit has an eccentricity = 0. It is calculated by the formula: (aphelion - perihelion)/(2 x semi-major axis). 



	Orbital Inclination
	The angle between the plane of Earth’s orbit around the Sun and the plane of another body’s solar orbit. 

	Maximum Apparent 

Visual Magnitude

(see additional sheet)
	A measure of the brightness of a star or other body. 


