Public Choice Theory

This activity has three steps.  Prior to beginning the steps the class will be broken into teams of five students each and identified as Team 1, Team 2, Team 3, etc.
Step One: Review the below list of proposals currently in consideration for funding by the federal government.  Then, rank them according to your personal preferences from choice #1 through choice #5. (5 minutes)
A. Increase funding for national and state parks so that entrance fees are no longer required.
B. Increase funding for local and state governments for the purposes of eliminating metered parking fees.
C. Legalizing marijuana at the federal level and applying a tax on marijuana products at the state level. 
D. Increase funding for cancer research and treatment. 
E. Increase funding for opioid drug education and opioid addiction rehabilitation centers.

Step Two: Share your rankings with your team.  Each team member's rankings should be recorded (handout provided.)  Then, negotiate and decide upon a team ranking of the team's first (#1) and second (#2) ranked item.  Teams should take brief notes on how the first and second ranked item was decided. (20 minutes)
 
Step Three:  Report the team's first and second ranked items to the class:
 
Step Four: Perform a paired choice majority vote by the class (using a show of hands or online polling), comparing the #1 choice of Team 1 to the #1 choice of Team 2; the #1 of Team 2 to the #1 choice of Team 3, The #1 choice of Team 3 to the #1 choice of Team 4, etc.  (In the case of same #1 choice, no voting is required as there is a clear majority preference.)  Record the winning majority vote per match-up.  (In large classes, teams will be randomly selected for match up by you instructor, but all students will vote on preferences.) (15 minutes)
 
Step Five Discussion:  Be prepared to share your answers to the following questions by first discussing them with your team (10 minutes) then with the class as guided by your instructor (15 minutes.)
· How satisfied are you with the results of the end rankings of this exercise? Did they closely resemble your individual choices or that of your team? 
· How were choices made by your team?  
· Did your team experience inefficient voting outcomes (strength of preference is not shown in a single vote) or efficient voting outcomes? Did political logrolling occur?  Did any students band together and form a special interest group?  
· Were any other issues of democratic process experienced by your team?
· As a class, were there clear preferences in voting results or were there no consistent preferences through paired-choice voting? Were the class voting results an example of the paradox of voting?
· Any other thoughts you'd like to share with the class?
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Notes regarding team discussion for team rankings:











Team Rankings:
First choice = ____________________________ 
Second choice = _________________________






Class Paired Choice Voting:

Vote #1
Team 1 First Choice = _____
Team 2 First Choice = _____

Winning choice by class vote = _____

Vote #2
Winner Match-up #1 = _____
Team 3 First Choice = _____

Winner choice by class vote = _____

Vote #3
Winner Match-up #2 = _____
Team 4 First Choice = _____

Winner choice by class vote = _____
Vote #6
Winner Match-up #1 = _____
Team 7 First Choice = _____

Winner choice by class vote = _____

Vote #7
Winner Match-up #1 = _____
Team 8 First Choice = _____

Winner choice by class vote = _____

Vote #8
Winner Match-up #1 = _____
Team 9 First Choice = _____

Winner choice by class vote = ____


Vote #4
Winner Match-up #3 = _____
Team 5 First Choice = _____

Winning choice by class vote = _____

Vote #5
Winner Match-up #4 = _____
Team 6 First Choice = _____

Winner choice by class vote = _____

Vote #9
Winner Match-up #1 = _____
Team 10 First Choice = _____

Winner choice by class vote = _____


Did voting show a consistent ranking of preference by the class?
Yes = _____
No  = _____




Class Voting Results:
First choice = ____________________________ 
Second choice = _________________________
