Prefatory remarks:

The US policy on immigration has received a great deal of attention lately as President Trump has adopted a zero tolerance stance for those entering the country illegally and has sought to limit the number of legal immigrants as well. You have read and watched videos (first set of videos) that have given you a context for understanding the way in which the immigration debate is playing out in the media, but the media debate often overlooks economic reality (second set of readings and videos). In this class, you have been given tools that enable you to forecast likely outcomes from immigration that may not be considered immediately by the popular press or by politicians.

Debriefing notes, including discussion questions:

In my experience, students focus their immigration perspective around the reductionist “loss of jobs and wages” narrative and do not immediately consider 1) immigrants as consumers who drive demand, 2) immigrants as entrepreneurs who spur innovation, 3) immigrants whose labor provides access to affordable goods and services and minimizes the need for outsourcing and/or mechanization, or 4) immigrants who provide labor that is complementary to skilled native labor.

Through class discussion of this AE, I hope to have students consider:
· Linkages between low wages in labor markets and the subsequent low prices in the goods and services markets associated with those labor markets.
· The complementarity of immigrant labor and native skilled labor.
· The role of immigrants as consumers in many markets (especially housing) whose presence can serve to revitalize communities and their economies.
· Growth in consumer and producer surplus that arises from demand or supply led expansion.
· (Possibly) the role of elasticity of labor demand in a range of labor markets

In order to draw this out, it is generally important to prompt/remind students to speak in specifics rather than in generalities.  For example, you may need to remind the students to:
· Identify the specific market they are looking at (what is being exchanged, or what type of labor [skilled or unskilled] is being considered)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Identify who are the consumers and producers in that market (especially in labor markets, where this becomes confused).
· Identify why and how the immigrant’s impact that market.
· Identify the ultimate effect of the immigrant impact on equilibrium price and quantity in that market.
 
Closing remarks:

The media focus on immigrants as competitors to native workers who drive up native unemployment rates presents one side of the immigration debate.  However, this “loss of jobs and wages” narrative does not tell the whole story. It is important to consider not only what may be gained but also what is lost by limiting immigration.

In the final 10 minutes of class,
· First, determine which of the question options (A-D) you would select, given what you have learned.  This need not be the same as your group choice or what you would have selected before the classroom discussion.  
· Then, write one sentence justifying this choice (“I believe _______ would be most negatively affected by a reduction in immigration because…”).  
· Finally, provide a one sentence statement that summarizes what you feel that you learned through the group exercise and class debate.

