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How did Starting Point get Started? 

  Earlier work by Simkins and Maier 
•  Focused on adapKng pedagogic innovaKons across 
disciplines 

 Need for readily accessible, easy‐to‐use set of 
resources 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What is Starting Point? 
An economic pedagogic portal that seeks to: 

  Introduce economists to innovaKve teaching 
strategies – within and beyond the disciplines 

  Provide tools to integrate and assess research‐
based teaching strategies in classroom seWngs 

  Promote sharing of teaching innovaKons and 
examples implemenKng these innovaKons 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What is Starting Point? 
Pedagogic Modules under development (16): 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Why use Starting Point? 

 Central locaKon for 
comprehensive set of 
pedagogical resources 

 PromoKng the concept of a 
“teaching commons” 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How can Instructors use Starting Point? 

 Learning about specific pedagogic techniques 
 Browsing the teaching examples library 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How can Instructors use Starting Point? 

SubmiWng 
acKviKes 

Southern Economic AssociaKon Annual MeeKng, November 2009 | San Antonio, TX 



12/30/09 

5 

What’s Different about Starting Point? 

 Central locaKon for resources 
 Extensive pedagogic topic coverage 
 Developed in interdisciplinary teams 
  IntenKonally adapKng innovaKons across disciplines 
 Dynamic library of examples 
 Content management system framework (modular 
and shareable) 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Starting Point – An Example 
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