“Incorporating the Great Recession into Principles of Economics Courses”  Workshop Invitation
What led to the Financial Crisis and the Great Recession of 2008? Were the government stimulus package and Federal Reserve's response appropriate and effective? What should be done to prevent future crises? 
Economics students want to know what happened and how to use the economic tools they learned in class to analyze the economic event of their lifetime. The complexity of the topic opens the door for multiple interpretations, reignites the battle of ideas in the field of macroeconomics and accounts for the challenge economics instructors face when trying to introduce the study and discussion of the crisis into the classroom. How have you handled this challenge? What approach have you adopted and which of the many interpretations have you presented to your students? 
Come and share your ideas and methods with other instructors in a workshop devoted to teaching the Financial Crisis in introductory economics classes. This is an opportunity to learn from each other, to come up with new ideas and to create lesson plans which would introduce the topic to students and engage them in a discussion. The workshop is organized by the Economics Department of Mission College and funded by a grant from the National Science Foundation. Each participant will be compensated with a $100 stipend upon successful completion of the workshop. 

“Incorporating the Great Recession into Principles of Economics Courses” 
Time: Friday, November 1, 2013, 10 am - 3pm 
Place: Mission College, Santa Clara, Room E2-604. 

Workshop Agenda:
9:45 - 10:00 Check-In 
10:00 - 10:15 Welcome Remarks 
10:15 -11:30 Session I: Discussion of the Readings 
11:30 - 12:45 Session II: Sharing Best Practices 
12:45 - 1:30 Lunch (Provided) 
1:30 - 2:30 Session III: Developing Follow-up Teaching Activity 
2:30 - 3:00 Wrap-up: Q&A and What Happens Next

Plan of Action: 
1. Confirmed participants of the workshop will be asked to submit a reading on the recent financial crisis by Oct. 15, 2013; this reading can be a material that you are currently using in your classes or that you find interesting. Readings representative of various schools of economic thought are strongly encouraged. 
2. As a confirmed participant, you will receive a compiled list of readings and these will be used to stimulate discussion regarding their usability in the classroom. 
3. During the workshop, we will discuss the readings and brainstorm to create lesson plans that will introduce the topic to students.. 
4. A portion of the workshop will be allocated to give you time to write out an executable teaching activity that you will submit to workshop organizers. 
5. Upon submission of the teaching activity, a participant will be awarded the $100 stipend. 
6. After the workshop, all the submitted lesson plans will be made public (e.g., on a website, through e-mail or/and announced in newsletter) for economics instructors to adopt in their own classes. 
This event is open to all college instructors who discuss or wish to discuss the Financial Crisis in their classroom. Please forward this invitation to anyone who may be interested in participating. If you are interested in attending the workshop, RSVP by Sep 30, 2013 by contacting Joanna Sobala (joanna.sobala@wvm.edu) or Michelle Kim (michelle.kim@wvm.edu) of Mission College. 
We look forward to seeing you in November. 
Michelle Kim and Joanna Sobala 
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