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I’m Cathy Manduca from the EarthConnections project.  We are a group of national and regional partners working together to create pathways on which students have the opportunity to both learn geoscience and use their knowledge to serve their community.  We believe this will simultaneously broaden student participation in the geosciences and strengthen the communities  interest in and capacity to use geoscience to address issues of local importance.

Our national partners include geoscience research facilities, education centers, and community engagement programs.   We are working together with regional groups in Atlanta, GA,  San Bernardino CA, and  the Oklahoma tribal nations.  Our goal is to use the experience of pathway development  in these regions to develop a scalable structure to support other local groups in establishing pathways . 

We use maps to envision the pathways and  to evaluate progress.  All three of our regional pilots have established leadership teams, created pathway maps, and implemented activities that move forward elements of the pathway. As they learn, they modify their pathway maps recording the evolution of their work.

We have a collective impact change model and use the Preskil evaluation frame to monitor the health of our alliances both regionally and nationally.  This year our external evaluation shows that our national alliance has a strong common agenda and backbone organization.  We have metrics in place to measure systems health and under development to measure pathway impact.

Our structure facilitates both regional groups and national program partners in learning from one another, sharing information and resources, and moving forward collectively in pathway creation.  This sharing and learning,, together with seeing the initial pathway models emerge have been the highpoints and major outcomes of the first year.  Please visit our poster in both 36.
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