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What is Project WET?

Advancing water education 
to understand global 
challenges and inspire local 
solutions.

We envision a world in which 
action-oriented education 
enables a better 
understanding of the value of 
water, ensuring a sustainable 
future.



History

• 35+ years educating communities about 
water (since 1984)

• 1995 - Project WET Curriculum & Activity 
Guide published with lessons defined by 
conceptual framework of seven principles

• 2011 Guide 2.0 published – “Seven Essential 
Principles of Water Literacy” term used



Water Literacy Principals 
History 

• 1991 – Conceptual framework defining the 
seven principles (with sub-bullets)

• Research-based, surveyed people to 
determine priority topics

• Page 471 of Guide 1.0



Project WET’s Water Literacy 
Framework

1. Water has unique physical 
and chemical characteristics

2. Water is essential for life to 
exist

3. Water connects all Earth 
systems

4. Water is a natural resource
5. Water resources are 

managed
6. Water resources exist within 

social constructs
7. Water resources exists within 

cultural constructs



Early Childhood Water Literacy 

Examples
Water has unique physical and chemical characteristics

Some objects sink and some objects float.
Water is essential for all life to exist

Living things have water in them.
Water connects all Earth systems

Water is different in all the seasons.
Water is a natural resource

Water is used to make food I eat.
Water resources are managed

Water must be transported for use.
Water resources exist within social constructs

My family and I use water in at home, in school and at play.
Water resources exist within cultural contexts

Water inspires music.



What makes a person 
water literate?

Understanding the value of water 
and its role in various systems 
(biological, ecological, economical, 
social and cultural)





Join our Education Network!

Look for a program in your 
state:
https://www.projectwet.org
/where-we-are/partners

https://www.projectwet.org/where-we-are/partners
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