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Defining Water Literacy

Water Literacy Ladder

Feltham Research Service, 2015. Water literacy assessment tool and public water literacy 
survey in Alberta, Final Report. Prepared for the Alberta Water Council, Water Literacy 
Project Team, August 22, 2015. 51 pp. Downloaded from 
https://awchome.ca/Projects/WaterLiteracy/tabid/199/Default.aspx accessed 4/23/2019

Water Literacy Principles (Project WET)

https://www.projectwet.org/what-we-do

https://awchome.ca/Projects/WaterLiteracy/tabid/199/Default.aspx%20accessed%204/23/2019
https://www.projectwet.org/what-we-do
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McCarroll and Hamann (in progress)



Water Knowledge & Misconceptions

Students (K-16)

• Challenged by unseen/invisible 
aspects (eg. groundwater)

• Cycles & transfer knowledge 
incomplete (eg. biosphere)

• Conceptualize natural settings 
without humans

• Conceptualize textbook ideals rather 
than local realities

• Limited knowledge of indirect water use 

• Aware of drinking water treatment, but not 
the fate of wastewater

• Some sustainable actions may be 
understood, but may not fit with social 
realities (eg. prefer longer showers)

Adults/Public

• Continued misconceptions of 
groundwater, but experience 

improves some science knowledge

• Think they know where water 
comes from, but majority can’t ID 
local watershed or local provider

• Better supply-side infrastructure 
knowledge, but not fate of wastewater

• Trends shows increasing knowledge of 
action impacts and socio-political systems

• Knowledge of ‘easier’ conservation 
actions, but ask for more education and 

are less likely to take ‘harder’ 
sustainability actions



Stay tuned…publication coming 2020-21  (we hope),
or reach out with questions
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