
Fuller’s theory: instructors move through three stages of concerns: 
1. Self (e.g., survival, self-adequacy, and acceptance), 
2. Task (e.g., student performance and teacher duties), and 
3. Impact (e.g., social and educational impact on the system). 

Fuller theorized that teachers could not move to the next stage of concern without first solving concerns of the previous stage.
Our conversation: How can we best support our TAs within each stage and in facilitating their movement from one stage to the next (and to a 4th stage of 
professional life after being a TA)? 

Fuller, F. F. (1969). Concerns of teachers: A 
developmental characterization. American 
Educational Research Journal, 6,207–26.
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