How to Separate Text Data into Column Data Ben Maas, PhD, Buena Vista University

Data from many websites, i.e. USGS and NOAA, are typically available in the text format,
which results in all the data being pasted into one column. To separate text data into column
data, select the column that contains the data. Next, select “Data” in the task bar and then select
“Text to columns”. This separates the data that was pasted in text format into multiple columns.

Y

& F_ Show Queries n (2] Connections 8l [lan| W Clea ! Flash Fill B Consolidate = Data Anabysis
== P From Table e ] propertie EALL T Reapp Femave Duplicates d
GetBxternal  New Refresh ) g| Sort Fitter What-F Forecast
Data= | Query- LioRecentSources | - it Link Yo Achanced DataValidation = [ Manage Data Model | anpyis - Sheet
Get & Transform Connections Sort & Filter Data Tools Faorecast Qutline 1] Analysis A

Bl - 2 AcquisitionTime -

A B C o E F G H 1 L] K L Lo M L] P Q R 5 8
1 [e] uisitionTim e | CollectionTime feadi DataType| UnitiD |DataSetiDinded nded| rrorco Source
2 7531 3-Jul-17 17-Aug-17  0.0587 2 1 3 o 0 o
3 7532 31-Jul-17 17-Aug-17  0.0532 2 1 3 [ o a
4 7533 N-Jul1T 17-Aug-17|  0.0595 2 1 3 0 0 0
5 7534 31-Jul-17 17-8ug-17 0.0599 H 1 3 0 ) 0
6 7535 31-Jul-17 17-Aug-17 0.08 2 1 3 o 0 a
T 7536 3-Jul-17 17-Aug-17  0.0301 2 1 3 0 0 o
13 7537 31-Jul-17 17-Aug-17  0.0723 2 1 3 [ ) [
9 T5ae -Jul17T 17-Aug-17,  0.0864 2 1 3 0 0 L]
10 7539 3-Jul-17 17-Aug-17  0.0853 2 1 3 o 0 0
1 T5a0 31-Jul-17 17-8ug-17,  0.0855 2 1 3 o o a
12 7541 -Jul1T 17-Aug-17 0,088 2 1 3 0 0 L]
13 7542 31-Jul-17 17-Aug-17  0.0864 H 1 3 0 ) ]
14 7543 31-Jul-17 17-Aug-17  0.0868 2 1 3 o 0 L]
15 7544 3-Jul-17 17-Aug-17 0,087 2 1 3 0 0 o
16 7545 31-Jul-17 17-Aug-17  0.0871 2 1 3 [ ) [
17 T546 -Jul1T 17-Aug-17,  0.0875 i 1 3 0 0 L]
18 7547 31-Jul-17 17-8ug-17  0.087S H 1 3 0 ) 0
19 T8 31-Jul-17 17-8ug-17  0.0878 2 1 3 o o o
0 7543 -Jul-17T 17-Aug-17 0,088 2 1 3 0 0 o
7 7550 31-Jul-17 17-Aug-17  0.0881 H 1 3 0 ) ]
n 7551 31-Jul-17 17-Aug-17,  0.0884 2 1 3 o 0 L]
23 7352 3A-Jul-17 17-Aug-17  0.0885 2 1 3 o 0 [}
24 7553 31-Jul-17 17-8ug-17  0.0885 2 1 3 [ o [
25 7554 -Jul1T 17-Aug-17,  0.0885 2 1 3 0 0 L] -

ConterlSCO | IleiSCO | OutletiSCO & Ol v

Ready Awerage: 42996.64063  Count: T4T7  Sum: 32136$125.3 B m I - i +  100%

Then, make sure that “Delimited” is selected
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How to Separate Text Data into Column Data
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The next step has you picking how you want to separate the data. Usually you will want to pick
the option to separate the text by “space”.
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Then, if prompted, pick the “column data format” you want your data to be recognized as, which
is an optional step. This example had the column data format as “General”
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That’s it! Your data is now in individual cells. This means your data can now be graphed and
interpreted!



