EOSCIENCE METHODS AND LOCAL
GEOLOGY
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MATH-SCIENCE PARTNERSHIP GRANT
SSETS PROGRAM

* University of Utah’s Genetic Science Learning Cen
* Salt Lake City School District (~24,000 st '

Focused on teacher content knowledge
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MATH-SCIENCE PARTNERSHIP GRANT
S3ETS PROGRAM

* Three year grant (2015-2018)

._* Monthly professional development session

tth coaching episode with teacher
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UTAH’S 5TH GRADE SCIENCE CORE AND
GEOSCIENCE COMPONENTS

Relate the building up and breaking down of Earth’s surface over
time to the various physical land features (valleys, canyons,

buttes, arches)

Describe the role of deposition in in the processes that change
Earth’s surface

Describe that matter is neither created nor destroyed even
though it might undergo a change



PHENOMENON #1: GRAVEL PIT AT
TRAVERSE MOUNTAIN

LAKE BONNEVILLE SHORELINES “POINT OF THE MOUNTAIN”




MAKING OBSERVATIONS
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OBSERVATIONS OVER TIME AND SPACE
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LANDFORMS & ENVIRONMENT

CONNECTING WITH LOCAL
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PHENOMENON #2:
V-SHAPED CANYON VS U-SHAPED CANYON




OBSERVATION AND HYPOTHESES
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PROGRAM IMPACT

“The session that impacted me the most was
when we went up to the Big and Little
Cottonwood Canyons. It was very meaningful to
me. | was able to take all that experience back to
my classroom, and able to explain a lot better the
land formations concepts to my students.
Especially teaching about erosion and how the
"U" and "V" shape canyons formed.”

5™ GRADE TEACHER



ROGRAM IMPACTS-

\CHER CONFIDENCE
&

‘UDENT LEARNING!

ot from here and |
 experience helped
1 a better

tanding for things
Utah. This

tanding is helpful in
g concepts taught in
h grade core about

g earth.”
5™ GRADE TEACHER




CLOSING THOUGHTS....

“ Earth's Surfaces/Landforms content and instruction was my
least favorite standard and the hardest to teach. Now it is, by far,
my favorite. | know because | love teaching it,and my kids loved
learning about it, and it set them up to really love science in my
classroom. But the student interim scores really showed a big
jump as well. My last group of 5th graders had a class percent
correct of 60%. My current 5th grade class had a class percent
correct of 78% for Standard 2.” UTAH 5™ GRADE TEACHER






