
Project Element 1: Topic and Data Source (URL) 
 
Instructions 
 
Make sure you have reviewed all of the details on the Project Overview page, including the links to 
data sources and the list of previous topics. 

Choose a topic and find a data source online. Be careful when researching online sources because not 
all are trustworthy. In general, government, academic, and professional web sites are the most reliable. 

Your data must include at least 50 points, and later you will input the data to a spreadsheet. 
 
For this assignment, type the following information in the box below: 
 
   1. Submit a URL that leads directly to a web page with the numbers you intend to use. 
   2. Explain exactly what you will plot in your graph: what variable goes on the X-axis and what is on 

the Y-axis. 
 
Please note: One type of graph is forbidden. You may not plot earthquake magnitude vs. year. There is 
no relationship between these two quantities, so you cannot draw any conclusions from graphing them. 
 
Contact the instructor if you have questions. 
 
Due Date: Wednesday March 4  by 11:55 PM CT 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Project Element 2: Excel Spreadsheet with Table and Chart 
 
Instructions 
 
Make sure you have reviewed all of the details on the Project Overview page. 

Input the data from your source (URL from Project Element 1: Topic and Data) into an Excel 
spreadsheet. There are several ways to do this: 
 
Tab-Separated Data 
 
Select (highlight) all numbers, and copy. Then paste into cell A1 of a new Excel spreadsheet. 
Sometimes, when you do this, the data is automatically arranged in separate columns. Other times, all 
data may be pasted into column A. If this happens, you will need to highlight column A, click on the 
Data tab in the ribbon, then select Text to Columns. Contact one of the instructors if you have questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Table of Data 
 
Select (highlight) the entire table, and 
copy. Then paste into cell A1 of a new 
Excel spreadsheet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Downloadable Data 
 
Some data websites provide a link for downloading data into Excel. Look for a link either above or 
below the table. Download the file, then open it in Excel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If none of these methods work, you can always type the data into Excel by hand. You may have to do 
it this way if your numbers come from more than one website, or if you find data in a print publication. 
 
For this assignment: 
 

1. Use one of the methods above to create an Excel file with your data. 
• If your table does not automatically have column headings in row 1, then insert a row 

and type in headings. 
2. Make a graph 

• Choose the scales on both X-axis and Y-axis so that your data points spread across the 
entire chart area. 

• Include labels on the axes, and add a title to each axis. 
• If your graph has more than one data series, then include a legend to explain. 

3. Save your file, and upload it to Moodle by clicking on the button below. 
 
Contact one of the instructors if you have questions. 
 
Due Date: Wednesday March 18 by 11:55 PM CT 
 



Project Element 3: Summary (First Draft) 
 
Instructions 
 
Make sure you have reviewed all of the details on the Project Overview page. 
 
Submit a draft of the summary section of your poster. The summary should: 

• Mention the organization, agency, or scientist that collected the data. 
• State where the numbers came from and when they were collected. 
• Be mostly a discussion of the graph: 

o What the graph shows 
o Why this is valuable information 
o Whether it suggests a direction for future study 
o Discussion of your graph is the most important part of the summary! 

• Not contain any errors in spelling or grammar. Run a spell-checker! 
• Be approximately 300 words in length. 
• Fit on a single sheet of paper and fill the entire sheet. 

o On the poster itself, your summary should be in 18-point font. 
o The summary should fill an entire sheet of paper. 
o You may need to play around with margins, font type, and font size to satisfy both of 

these requirements. 
 
For this assignment, save your summary as a Word or text document; then upload it to Moodle by 
clicking on the button below. Contact one of the instructors if you have questions. 
 
Due Date: Wednesday April 15 by 11:55 PM CT 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Project Element 4: References 
 
Instructions 
 
Make sure you have reviewed all of the details on the Project Overview page. 

Submit your complete reference list, including data, background information, pictures, maps, etc. No 
particular format is required for references, but readers must be able to understand what each reference 
is and where to find it. 

Three references are required, but you will receive a higher score for your poster if you have more. 

Websites are acceptable references, but use them carefully. Some websites are more reliable than 
others. Contact an instructor if you have questions about a specific site. Also, you will receive a higher 
score if you include printed resources such as textbooks or journals. 

For this assignment, copy and paste (or type directly) your references in the box below. Contact one 
of the instructors if you have questions. 

Due Date: Wednesday April 8 by 11:55 PM CT 



Project Sample Quiz 1: Introduction (answers in bold) 
 
1. Which choices make up the purpose of a poster session? 
 To review others' work  To cover a topic in depth 
 To present material concisely To compete for the top grade 
 
2. What qualities make a good title? 
 Long  Short  Informative  Catchy 
 
3. Name two possible topics for a Geology 103 poster. 
 (Short answer question with any answer accepted) 
 
4. How many data points should you have for your project? 
 30  50  60  75 
 
5. Which two elements are the most important parts of the poster? 
 Picture  Map  Table  Graph  Summary 
 
6. Which statement is true about the graph(s) on a poster? 
 A legend is necessary even if there is only one data set. 
 Both axes should be clearly labeled. 
 No labels are needed on the graph if the summary explains everything. 
 The graph should be formatted entirely in black and white. 
 
7. How long should the summary be? 
 Exactly 1 page  < 1 page  1-2 pages > 2 pages 
 
8. Which sources would be acceptable references? 
 Any random website that pops up in a web search 
 Scientific journals and their websites 
 Government agencies and their websites 
 Textbooks and publishers' websites 
 
9. When will the Poster Review Session be held? 
 On the last day of classes 
 On the Thursday before finals begin (Reading Day) 
 During the last lab meeting 
 During the scheduled final exam time 
 
10. Which elements contribute to your overall grade? 
 Review of other people's posters 
 Intermediate submission of Poster Elements (topic, graph, references, and summary) 
 Submission of your poster 
 Completion of Poster Sample quizzes (such as this one) 
  



Project Sample Quiz 2: Titles (answers in bold) 
 
1. Which of these titles is more interesting or intriguing? Which catches your attention better? 
 Title A      Title B 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What is wrong with this title? 
 Handwritten 
 Too short 
 Misspelled 
 Too long 
 
3. Which title is easier to read? 
 Title A      Title B 
 
 
 
 
4. Both of these titles are written by hand. Most of the text on your poster should be printed by 

computer, but you may be artistic with the title. If you choose to write your title, you should work 
carefully and neatly. Note: Some of the irregularities on the images are due to the scanning process, 
not the original work. Which of these titles is more attractive? 

 Title B is more attractive. 
  Both titles are excellent and need no changes to receive full credit. 
  Title A is more attractive. 
  Both titles have flaws that reduce their effectiveness. 
 
 Title A       Title B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Which of these titles is more informative? 
 Title A       Title B  
 
 
  



6. What is wrong with this title? 
 Too short 
 Too long 
 Uneven 
 Not informative 
 
 
 
7. The poster title should be large 

enough to see and long enough to 
inform. However, most of the area 
of the poster should be occupied by 
the table, graph, and summary. 

In the figure, rectangles represent 
poster board; and titles are placed 
within the rectangles as they were 
on the posters. Which two posters 
show a good use of space in sizing 
the title?  

 Poster A 
 Poster B  
 Poster C 
 Poster D 
 
 
 
8. In the figure, rectangles represent poster board; and titles are placed within the rectangles as they 

were on the posters. An effective title catches the reader's interest, provides information about the 
topic, and uses space well. 

Rate these three titles according to their overall effectiveness, with 1 = best and 3 = worst.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Rate these three titles according to their overall effectiveness, with 1 = best and 3 = worst.  
 
 
 
 
  

3. Least effective  2   1. Most effective 

1. Most effective       3. Least effective   2 
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Project Sample Quiz 3: Data Tables (answers in bold) 
(tables cropped so not all 50 points show) 
 
1. This table is missing a figure number, but looking 

only at the information that is present, what single 
change would improve the table? 

Data should be labeled with the proper units. 
Columns and rows should be separated by 

solid lines. 
Column headings should be centered above 

data.  
The title does not explain what the acronym 

"BATS" means. 
 
 
 
 

 
2. What is missing from this table? Select as many 

as apply. 
Units used for data 
Figure number 
Font size that is easy to read 
Table title 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. What problem(s) do you see in this table? Select 

as many as apply. 
No units are given for data. 
The table is mounted unevenly on the poster. 
Column headings are written by hand. 
The table has no title or figure number. 
Column widths need to be adjusted. 

 
  



4. There are several problems with this table. Match 
each phrase below to the correct description of a 
mistake. 

The data set ... includes too many points. 
Pairs of columns ... overlap in a 

disorderly arrangement 
Data for number of deaths ... vary so 

widely that they would be difficult to 
graph. 

The title ... is hard to read against a 
black background. 

Rows and columns ... are mounted 
unevenly on the posterboard. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
5. This data set was downloaded as a .xls file, and it was 

not reformatted properly for the poster. Which 
choice(s) below identify problems with the way this 
table is formatted? 

One row of the table is twice as high as all the 
others. 

The table does not give a location. 
Date and time should be in separate columns. 
All earthquakes occurred on only three days, so 

the Date/Time column is not needed. 
The table has a title, but it also needs a figure 

number. 
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6. Which table do you think is easier to read? Briefly explain your answer. Note: Both tables have been 

shortened for this question, so not all data is shown.  
 (Short answer question with any answer accepted) 

 
 
7. Which of these two tables do you think looks better? Briefly explain your answer. 
 (Short answer question with any answer accepted) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Which of these two tables do you think is better overall? Briefly explain your answer. 
 (Short answer question with any answer accepted) 

 
Table	A	

 
Table	
B	
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Project Sample Quiz 4: Graphs (answers in bold) 
 
1. This graph presents 

interesting information in a 
confusing way. The point 
of the poster is to look at 
aftershocks of the 2011 
earthquake in various parts 
of Japan. Match the 
selections below to 
describe some problems 
with this graph. 
Values for the smallest 
wedges are hard to read 
because ... the lines overlap. 
It would be better to make 
another graph ... showing 
the smaller frequencies. 
Font color in the large red and blue wedges ... is too dark to read easily. 
Percentage values should be ... rounded to two significant figures. 

 
2. Which of the choices below identify errors in this graph? Select as many as apply. 

A dark colored background with light colored points, lines, and letters is hard to read. 
The Y-axis should be formatted with a logarithmic scale, so that most points do not 

cluster at the bottom of the graph. 
The title for the X-axis should be under the graph, and the title for the Y-axis should be to the 

left of the graph. 
The X-axis should be rescaled so that the minimum value is 5, instead of 0. 

 
 
  



3. There are several changes in formatting 
that would improve this graph. Select 
as many changes as needed from the 
list below. 
Delete the legend.  
Change the X-axis scale so that the 

minimum = 1950.  
Change the Y-axis scale so that the 

minimum = 20 and the 
maximum = 60.  

Align the caption evenly with the 
graph. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Look closely at the X-axis of this graph. What aspect of the X-axis is confusing? 
 Names of months should be written out in full. 
 Months are spaced evenly across the graph, even though their actual lengths differ.  
 June runoff varies widely from year to year. 
 X-values should be daily measurements, not monthly averages. 
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5. There is one fatal mistake in 
this graph. What is it? 

The legend is blurry and 
hard to read. 

Font size along both axes 
is too small. 

Units used on the Y-axis 
are not defined. 

The graph was not made 
using Excel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6. This graph is mostly well done. What one error needs fixing? 
There are not 50 data points. 
It needs a figure number and caption. 
The chart should have lines along both right and left sides. 
The chart and Y-axis titles say "Intensity" but the axis title includes "Richter." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Do you think that this graph is 

informative? Does it really show 
the relationship between 
magnitude and death toll for the 
largest earthquakes? Briefly 
explain your answer. 

(Short answer question 
with any answer 
accepted) 
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8. The Y-axis here represents the distance between successive volcanoes and the Hawaii hot spot itself. 
Comment on the overall effectiveness of this graph. Is it well formatted? Does it have all necessary 
information? Is it informative? Is it easy to read? Answer with 30-50 words. 

 (Short answer question with any answer accepted) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Comment on the overall 

effectiveness of this set of 
graphs. Are they well 
formatted? Do they have 
all necessary 
information? Are they 
informative? Are they 
easy to read? Answer 
with 30-50 words. 

(Short answer 
question with any 
answer accepted) 
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Project Sample Quiz 5: Summaries (answers in bold) 
 
1. Technical requirements for the Poster Summary are as follows: 

• 200–300 words 
• 1 page long 
• 18-point font (readable from arm's length) 

For the three summaries shown below, the dashed rectangle outlines a sheet of paper that is US letter 
size (8.5 x 11 inches). Scan the appearance of these summaries—you do NOT have to try to read 
them. 
Which summary seems to best satisfy the technical requirements? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. This summary was separated 

into several pieces that were 
placed in various places on 
the poster. The black dashed 
line shows the edges of the 
poster board, and the blank 
spaces were filled by other 
poster elements. 
Scan this arrangement of the 
summary. You do NOT 
have to try to read the text. 
Evaluate the overall 
effectiveness of presenting 
the summary in this way. 
Your answer should contain 
15–20 words. 

(Short answer 
question with any 
answer accepted) 
 



3. What is the most serious 
error in this summary? 

Verb tenses are mixed: Some 
are present tense, while 
others are past tense. 

Pronouns are used 
inconsistently, changing 
from first person (I) to 
third person (the user). 

The word "data" is plural, so 
the first sentence should 
say "The data ... were..." 
instead of "The data ... 
was..." 

Font color changes back 
and forth between black 
and underlined gray. 

 
 
 

 
4. The sentence below, taken from the first draft of a summary, contains several errors. Match each 

part of the quotation to the error it contains. 
"More research could be done to see where the state’s that produce more coal than they use send 
the leftovers, this would most likely correlate very well with the information found in the graph." 
 

 “the state's that produce more coal” ... Incorrect plural form for a noun 
 “most likely correlate very well” … Too emphatic 
 “that produce more coal than they use send the leftovers” … Awkward phrasing 

“send the leftovers, this would” … Incorrect punctuation 
“the leftovers” … Strange way to refer to a valuable resource 

 
5. The following passage is part of the summary for a poster on the topic of temperature and snowfall. 

Read through the excerpt and identify the major error it contains. 
"I decided to look into whether the temperature correlates with the inches of snow. I got all my data 
from the Illinois State Water Survey at Chicago, Illinois. The graph shows the mean temperature for 
each month from January 2008 to May 2013 and the total inches of snowfall for each month. The 
temperature starts low in winter, then goes up to a summer peak, and decreases again toward the 
next winter. Snow is the exact opposite: it starts at a peak, then decreases and bottoms out in 
summer, then increases back to the peak. All in all, you can see that the temperature and total 
snowfall are correlated. As the snowfall goes up, the temperature goes down... 
       This is valuable information because it could help scientists predict the inches of snow from 
predicted temperature. This could also be another way of tracking global warming. This is 
interesting because some would think that after the temperature goes below 32o F, the amount of 
snow would not be affected. This isn’t the case according to my graph, because the lower the 
temperature, the greater the snowfall. 

The passage does not refer to the graph or explain what it shows. 
The topic is weather, but the last paragraph brings up global warming.  
The analysis includes summer months; therefore its conclusion is skewed. 
The first paragraph merely states the obvious. 
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6. Read through this Poster Summary. 
From the information given, match each 
figure number to its description 

 Figure 1 … Unknown 
 Figure 2 … Unknown 

Figure 3 … Graph of magnitude vs. 
death toll 

Figure 4 … Graph of earthquakes in 
different regions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
7. Read through the complete Poster 

Summary to the left, then rate each aspect 
as Excellent, Good, Fair, or Poor. 

Discussion of graph … Fair 
Grammar … Good 
Background information … Excellent 
Reference to figures … Poor 
Overall appearance … Good 
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Project Sample Quiz 6: Pictures (answers in bold) 
 
1. Proper formatting for pictures on the poster includes 

the following: 
• Each picture should have a figure number. 
• Each picture should have an explanatory caption. 
• All text on the poster, for pictures and other 

elements, should be computer-generated, not hand-
written.  

• Pictures should be carefully mounted on poster 
board. 

Which formatting requirements does this picture 
satisfy? Check as many as apply. 

Has a caption. 
Mounted neatly on posterboard. 
Edge is even. 
Information is printed by computer. 
Has a figure number. 

 
2. Proper formatting for pictures on the poster includes 

the following: 
• Each picture should have a figure number. 
• Each picture should have an explanatory caption. 
• All text on the poster, for pictures and other 

elements, should be computer-generated, not 
hand-written.  

• Pictures should be carefully mounted on poster 
board. 

Which formatting requirements does this picture 
satisfy? Check as many as apply. 

Has a caption. 
Mounted neatly on posterboard. 
Edge is even. 
Information is printed by computer. 
Has a figure number. 

 
3. Which formatting requirements does 

this picture satisfy? Check as many as 
apply. 

Has a caption. 
Mounted neatly on posterboard. 
Edge is even. 
Information is printed by 

computer. 
Has a figure number. 

 
 
 



4. Which formatting requirements does 
this picture satisfy? Check as many as 

apply. 
Has a caption. 
Mounted neatly on posterboard. 
Edge is even. 
Information is printed by 

computer. 
Has a figure number. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Which formatting requirements does 

this picture satisfy? Check as many as 
apply. 

Has a caption. 
Mounted neatly on posterboard. 
Edge is even. 
Information is printed by 

computer. 
Has a figure number. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6. The purpose of a caption is to explain what 

the picture illustrates. Details could include 
the location, date, and which part or parts of 
the picture to focus on. For this picture, how 
informative is the caption? 

Does not explain the picture. 
Explains some details of the picture. 
Gives the location. 
Gives the date. 
Explains most of the details of the 
picture 
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7. Which choice below would be the best improvement for the existing caption on this picture?  
Results of coal mining in Centralia, PA. 
This is what happens to the land and people where coal is mined. 
Underground coal mining is the most dangerous occupation in the United States. 
Coal mining in Centralia PA. a) Miner (year); b) Ground subsidence (year); c) 

Underground explosion (year). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Which choice states the best comparison between these two pictures and their captions? 

B is better because the caption is more detailed. 
A is better, because it has many labels and the caption is brief and clear. 
A is better because it was drawn by a student, not downloaded from the internet. 
B is better, because it uses photographs from the real world. 
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9. Which choice best describes the caption to this picture? 
This is a good caption. It needs only minor editing to make it an excellent one.  
The caption contains errors in spelling and capitalization. 
The caption should not be so much wider than the picture. 
The caption needs a figure number. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. The choices below rewrite this caption. Which new caption is best?  
Example of an NWS station from 1979 when computers were first used (Peoria IL). 
An example of a weather office in Peoria IL, when the National Weather Service began 

to use computerzed monitoring in 1979. 
This picture shows a common example of a a weather monitoring station back in the 

1970s. 
National Weather Service office at Peoria IL in 1979. 
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Project Sample Quiz 7: Maps (answers in bold) 
 
1. Proper formatting for maps on the poster includes the following: 

• Each map should have a figure number. 
• Each map should have an explanatory caption. 
• All text on the poster, for maps and other elements, should be computer-generated, not hand-

written. 
• Maps should be carefully mounted on poster board. 

Which formatting requirements does 
this map satisfy? Check as many as 
apply. 
 

Has a caption. 
Has a figure number. 
Edge is even. 
Information is printed by 

computer. 
Mounted neatly on 

posterboard. 
 
 

 
 
 

2. Proper formatting for maps on the poster includes the following: 
• Each map should have a figure number. 
• Each map should have an explanatory caption. 
• All text on the poster, for maps and other elements, should be computer-generated, not hand-

written. 
• Maps should be carefully mounted on poster board. 

Which formatting requirements does this map satisfy? Check as many as apply. 
 

Has a caption. 
Has a figure number. 
Edge is even.  
Information is printed 

by computer. 
Mounted neatly on 

posterboard. 
 
  



3. Which formatting requirements are 
satisfied by this map? Check as many 
as apply. 

Has a caption. 
Has a figure number. 
Edge is even.  
Information is printed by 

computer. 
Mounted neatly on 

posterboard. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Which formatting requirements 

are satisfied by this map? Check 
as many as apply. 

Has a caption. 
Has a figure number. 
Edge is even.  
Information is printed by 

computer. 
Mounted neatly on 

posterboard. 
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5. Which formatting requirements 
are satisfied by this map? Check 
as many as apply. 

Has a caption. 
Has a figure number. 
Edge is even.  
Information is printed by 

computer. 
Mounted neatly on posterboard. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. These maps are formatted correctly, but they are difficult to interpret. The topic of this poster is the 

increase in surface elevation of Devil's Lake over the past decade or so. 
Do the maps clearly show the difference in the water elevation (or lake depth) between 1994 and 
2012? 

Yes, the maps clearly show that the lake surface was higher in 2012 than in 1994. 
No, it is not really possible to see a difference in elevation in a map view. 
 

 
7. This question refers to the same two maps 

as the previous question. Part of the 
problem with the maps is their captions. 
Which choice would be the best way to 
edit the captions, in order to draw a 
clearer contrast between the maps? 

 
Figure 2. Satellite view of Devil's 
Lake in 1994, when the water 
surface was ~435 m above sea level 
and the lake area was ~200 km2. 
Figure 3. By 2012, the water surface 
was ~442 m above sea level and the 
lake area was ~350 km2. 
 
Combine the maps into one figure. 
Caption: Satellite views of Devil's 
Lake in 1994 (top) and 2012 
(bottom). As the water surface 
elevation increased by ~7 m, lake 
area increased by over 50%. 
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8. The topic of the poster with this map is 
“Discharge along the Vermilion River in 
Illinois.” What is the most important 
error illustrated by this map? 

The background colors show 
through the paper, which is 
distracting. 
The text in the key is blurry 
and hard to read. 
The map shows soil 
conditions in the drainage 
basin. 
The word "condition" should 
not be capitalized in the 
caption. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. The caption on this map has awkward word 
arrangement and several grammatical errors. 
Which new caption is the best, in terms of its length 
and the amount of information presented? 

Map of Illinois with approximate locations of 
quarries, which are numbered from 1 (farthest 
north) to 24 (farthest south). 

Quarries considered in this project are shown in 
their approximate positions by labels 
numbered starting from the north. 

Locations of quarries 1–24, numbered from 
north to south. 

Locations of quarries included in this project. 
Quarries are numbered from north (1) to 
south (24). 

 
 

Figure 6: is the map of Illinois and the approximate location of the quarries are. It is numbered from 
north to south with one being the farthest north and 24 being the farthest south. 
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10. The poster with this map analyzes measurements of sea level at Key West over the past 100 years. 
Evaluate this map, based on the requirements illustrated in previous questions. 
 (Short answer question with any answer accepted) 
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Poster Sample Quiz 8: References (answers in bold) 
 
1. Proper formatting for references on the poster includes the following: 

• A complete Internet reference includes a brief title and the entire URL. Enough information 
must be provided for the reader to access the website. 

• Article references should include title, author, journal name, volume number, and page(s). 
• Three references are required for a rating of "Good" on this section of the poster. 
• All text on the poster, for references and other elements, should be computer-generated not 

hand-written. 
The reference list should be carefully 
mounted on poster board. 
Which formatting requirements does this 
reference list satisfy? Check as many as 
apply. 

All references provide complete 
information. 

Reference list is mounted neatly on 
poster board. 

At least three references are 
included. 

Information is printed by 
computer. 

List includes both Internet and 
printed resources. 

 
2. Proper formatting for references on the poster includes the following: 

• A complete Internet reference includes a brief title and the entire URL. Enough information 
must be provided for the reader to access the website. 

• Article references should include title, author, journal name, volume number, and page(s). 
• Three references are required for a rating of "Good" on this section of the poster. 
• All text on the poster, for references and other elements, should be computer-generated not 

hand-written. 
The reference list should be carefully 
mounted on poster board. 
Which formatting requirements does 
this reference list satisfy? Check as 
many as apply. 

All references provide complete 
information. 

Reference list is mounted 
neatly on poster board. 

At least three references are 
included. 

Information is printed by 
computer. 

List includes both Internet and 
printed resources. 

 



3. Proper formatting for references on the poster includes the following: 
• A complete Internet reference includes a brief title and the entire URL. Enough information 

must be provided for the reader to access the website. 
• Article references should include title, author, journal name, volume number, and page(s). 
• Three references are required for a rating of "Good" on this section of the poster. 
• All text on the poster, for references and other elements, should be computer-generated not 

hand-written. 
The reference list should be carefully mounted on poster board. 
Which formatting requirements does this reference list satisfy? Check as many as apply. 

All references provide 
complete information. 

Reference list is mounted 
neatly on poster board. 

At least three references 
are included. 

Information is printed by 
computer. 

List includes both Internet 
and printed resources. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Which formatting requirements does this reference list satisfy? Check as many as apply. 
All references provide 

complete information. 
Reference list is mounted 

neatly on poster board. 
At least three references 

are included. 
Information is printed by 

computer. 
List includes both Internet 

and printed resources. 
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5. Which formatting requirements does this reference list satisfy? Check as many as apply. 
All references provide complete information. 
Reference list is mounted neatly on poster board. 
At least three references are included. 
Information is printed by computer. 
List includes both Internet and printed resources. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Which of the following criticisms is the most serious flaw for this reference list? 

The list should specifiy which 
sources are for data, 
pictures, or other 
information. 

There are only three 
references, and they all 
come from the Internet.  

No website title is given for 
the online references. 

It is hard to see which 
reference is the data source. 
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7. This reference list would be 
scored as "Poor." What are 
the reasons for this rating? 

There is no data source 
listed. 

World Almanac is too old. 
References are not 

primary sources. 
The list is poorly 

formatted. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
8. This reference list would be rated as "Excellent." Which choices help explain why it is rated so 

highly? 
All sources are reliable: governmental, academic, or professional. 
Each reference is complete with title and URL. 
There are more than three references. 
References are grouped according to type: data, images, information. 
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Poster Sample Quiz 9: Practice Evaluations (answers in bold) 
 
1. Which required elements are present in this poster? Check as many as apply. Note: The dashed line 

marks the edge of the poster board. Click here for a larger image (opens in new window). 
An informative title     At least one picture 
Table with 50 data points   At least one map 
A 1-page summary    At least one graph 
Reference list with at least 3 sources  Uses standard poster board (22x28 inches, 56x71 cm) 

 
 
 
2. What is the major error on this poster? 

Separate pieces are not mounted evenly on the poster board. 
There is too much blank space. 
The graph is not well formatted. 
The summary is too short. 
There are no figure numbers   

 
 



3. Which required elements are present in this poster? Check as many as apply. Note: The dashed line 
marks the edge of the poster board. Click here for a larger image (opens in new window). 

An informative title     At least one picture 
Table with 50 data points   At least one map 
A 1-page summary    At least one graph 
Reference list with at least 3 sources  Uses standard poster board (22x28 inches, 56x71 cm) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What is the major error on this poster? 

The graph should use separate data markers, not connected by a smoothed line. 
Information is not well organized. 
Individual pieces are mounted unevenly on the poster board. 
There is no location map. 
There are no figure numbers. 
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5. Which required elements are present in this poster? Check as many as apply. Note: The dashed line 
marks the edge of the poster board. Click here for a larger image (opens in new window). 

An informative title     At least one picture 
Table with 50 data points   At least one map 
A 1-page summary    At least one graph 
Reference list with at least 3 sources  Uses standard poster board (22x28 inches, 56x71 cm) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. What is the major error on this poster? 

There are no figure numbers. 
Information is not well organized. 
There is not much color contrast, so it is hard to read. 
Individual pieces are mounted unevenly on the poster board. 
Sources are cited as part of the figure captions, instead of on a single list. 
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7. Which required elements are present in this poster? Check as many as apply. Note: The dashed line 
marks the edge of the poster board. Click here for a larger image (opens in new window). 

An informative title     At least one picture 
Table with 50 data points   At least one map 
A 1-page summary    At least one graph 
Reference list with at least 3 sources  Uses standard poster board (22x28 inches, 56x71 cm) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. What is the main error on this poster? 

The summary does not refer to each figure. 
The title is too large. 
The table should not be in two separate pieces. 
Individual pieces are mounted unevenly on the poster board. 
Information is not well organized. 
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9. Which of these two posters do you think is better overall? Note: The dashed lines indicate the edge 
of the poster board. 

 (Either answer is acceptable.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Briefly explain your choice from question #9. 
 (Short answer question with any answer accepted) 
 
 
11. Which of these two posters do you think is better overall? Note: The dashed lines indicate the edge 

of the poster board. 
 (Either answer is acceptable.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Briefly explain your choice from question #11. 
 (Short answer question with any answer accepted) 
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Poster Sample Quiz 10: Practice Evaluations (answers in bold) 
 
1. Which required elements are present in this poster? Check as many as apply. Note: The dashed line 

marks the edge of the poster board. Click here for a larger image (opens in new window). 
An informative title     At least one picture 
Table with 50 data points   At least one map 
A 1-page summary    At least one graph 
Reference list with at least 3 sources  Uses standard poster board (22x28 inches, 56x71 cm) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What is the major flaw of this poster? 

The graph uses default formatting. 
The summary contains many grammatical errors. 
The title uses an ampersand sign (&). 
The topic (or hypothesis) is not logical. 

 
 
 



3. Which required elements are present in this poster? Check as many as apply. Note: The dashed line 
marks the edge of the poster board. Click here for a larger image (opens in new window). 

An informative title     At least one picture 
Table with 50 data points   At least one map 
A 1-page summary    At least one graph 
Reference list with at least 3 sources  Uses standard poster board (22x28 inches, 56x71 cm) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What is the major error on this poster? 

There is too much empty space. 
There are no figure numbers. 
The graph was not created in Excel by the student. 
Elements of the project are mounted unevenly on the poster board. 
The title is too large. 
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5. Which required elements are present in this poster? Check as many as apply. Note: The dashed line 
marks the edge of the poster board. Click here for a larger image (opens in new window). 

An informative title     At least one picture 
Table with 50 data points   At least one map 
A 1-page summary    At least one graph 
Reference list with at least 3 sources  Uses standard poster board (22x28 inches, 56x71 cm) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. What is the major error in this poster? 

Text and graphs are hard to read against the background colors. 
The title is not informative. 
It does not use standard poster board (22x28 inches, 56x71 cm) 
Summary and other parts are mounted crookedly on the poster board. 
The first graph should be total inches, not percentage. 
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7. Which required elements are present in this poster? Check as many as apply. Note: The dashed line 
marks the edge of the poster board. Click here for a larger image (opens in new window). 

An informative title     At least one picture 
Table with 50 data points   At least one map 
A 1-page summary    At least one graph 
Reference list with at least 3 sources  Uses standard poster board (22x28 inches, 56x71 cm) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. What are the major errors on this poster? 

Font sizes are too small to read easily.  
The summary does not mention any of the figures. 
Text and images are blurry when you zoom in. 
There is not enough contrast between the content and background. 
Poster elements are crowded together and not straight. 
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9. Which of these two posters do you think is better overall? Note: The dashed lines indicate the edge 
of the poster board. 

 (Either answer is acceptable.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Briefly explain your choice from question #9. 
 (Short answer question with any answer accepted) 
 
 
11. Which of these two posters do you think is better overall? Note: The dashed lines indicate the edge 

of the poster board. 
 (Either answer is acceptable.) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Briefly explain your choice from question #11. 
 (Short answer question with any answer accepted) 
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