
 Rubric for Questions 
Poor (25%) OK (50%) Better (75%) Best (100%) 
How speci�c is your description of the problem? (2 points) 
Very vague, like the title 
of a chapter.  E.g., “I 
don't get igneous rocks.” 

Slightly less vague, like 
the title of a main unit 
within a chapter. E.g., “I 
don’t understand the 
minerals in igneous 
rocks.” 

More speci�c, like a 
subheading within a 
main unit.  E.g., “I don't 
understand why igneous 
rocks have di�erent 
minerals.” 

Very speci�c, like the 
topic of a paragraph. 
E.g., “I don’t understand 
why an igneous rock can 
have olivine or quartz, 
but not both.” 

How speci�cally do you identify the source of your problem? (2 points) 
It is unclear what part of 
a very broad subject area 
is causing your problem. 
E.g., “I’m no good at 
chemistry.” 

Your issues could be 
constrained to part of a 
textbook.  E.g., “I don’t 
understand chemistry 
when it comes to rocks 
and minerals.” 

Your issues could be 
constrained to part of a 
chapter in a textbook. 
E.g., “I don’t understand 
Bowen’s Reaction 
Series.” 

Someone could answer 
your question without 
guessing at what you 
meant.  E.g., “I don’t 
understand why minerals 
form in the order 
described in Bowen’s 
Reaction Series.” 

Was it posted by the deadline? (1 point) 

Rubric for Replies 
Poor (25%) OK (50%) Better (75%) Best (100%) 
How relevant are your comments and how well do you communicate them? (2 points) 
Comments do not 
address the topic and/or 
most people would not 
understand how what you 
are saying is related. 

Comments are somewhat 
on topic and/or some 
people might understand 
how your comments 
apply. 

Your comments are 
largely relevant and many 
people would understand 
how they apply. 

Your comments are 
directly relevant and 
almost everyone would 
understand what you 
mean. 

How much do you contribute to addressing the problem? (2 points) 
You echo other students’ 
comments or the original 
post. E.g., “I agree with 
you that chemical bonds 
in minerals are 
confusing.” 

Your comments do not 
di�er substantially from 
what other students have 
said. 

You build on ideas that 
other students have raised, 
adding related insights or 
ideas. 

You o�er insight or ideas 
that do not appear in any 
of the previous replies. 

Was it posted by the deadline? (1 point) 

 


