MEA 110, Spring 2011

Lab 6: Weathering Field Trip

Materials:

· Calipers – 2-3 per group

· Wooden blocks – 2-3 per group

· Van bag with key

The calipers and wooden blocks will be in two bags on the cart in 2109.  Please return them as soon as you are done!  The bags for the vans should either be picked up from and returned to Laura Holland in the front office, or given directly to the TA teaching after you.

Before class:

· Get materials from 2109
· Print and copy post-lab assessment

· Print and copy group exercise (1 copy per group)

· Have extra copies of the back two pages (graph paper) in case of mess ups

· Print directions if you need them

Suggestions
In the classroom
· Collect pre-class assignment as students walk in

· Give each group a wooden block and show them how to use their calipers – instructions are on p. 2 of their individual labs.

· Ask students to measure something else in the room, e.g. their desks 
· Make sure each student gets practice using the calipers before you go outside

· Show students the chemical weathering reactions (p. 3) – remind them that they’ve seen something similar in lab when they put hydrochloric acid on the marble.  It may be helpful to leave these up on the board for reference.
· Show students background on the Gravestone Project - http://goearthtrek.org/Gravestones/Gravestones.html
At the Raleigh City Cemetery
· The cemetery is divided into 3 sections, A, B & C, (p. 4) -  send 1 or 2 groups to each
· Let students know where you will be if they have any questions, and where to meet back when they’re done

· Remind students to be respectful in the cemetery

Back in the classroom
· Have students rotate groups (Jigsaw, like the Plate Tectonics lab) so that they have data from as many tombstones as possible
Van schedules with reminders from Laura Holland
After your field trip…

1) Check to be sure your van is CLEAN!

2) Fill out mileage information to and from your destination with each
field trip on the trip log clipboard provided.  The last person each day should fill the gas tank.  The Gas card is located under trip log sheets.  The PIN is written on the gas card envelope.

3) Park in the designated “C” parking areas around Jordan Hall and INFORM the next person or the front desk where you have parked the van.  

4) Give the van bag to Laura Holland the next person after you
that's listed on the calendar and park the vans in the designated "C"
parking areas around Jordan Hall.  If your lab ends between NOON and 1:00
pm, make sure you make prior arrangements with the next person using your van
since the office is closed then for lunch.

5) The LAST PERSON using your particular van on Thursday and Monday should return the van to the warehouse (1321 Varsity Drive), making sure the gas tank is full, and leave the van inside the gate (gate key is in the vehicle bag).

6) The last person with the van should return the vehicle bag with the
keys, etc., inside it through the main office Drop Box located at the
bottom of the front door to 1125 Jordan Hall.

