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D E S I G N  G U I D E  
  

This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 48”x72” 

presentation poster. You can use it to create your research 

poster and save valuable time placing titles, subtitles, 

text, and graphics.  
  

We provide a series of online answer your poster 

production questions. To view our template tutorials, go 

online to PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP 

DESK. 
  

When you are ready to  print your poster, go online to 

PosterPresentations.com 
  

Need assistance? Call us at 1.510.649.3001 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Q U I C K  S TA R T  
  

Zoom in and out 
As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the 

level that is more comfortable to you. Go to VIEW > 

ZOOM. 

 

Title, Authors, and Affiliations 
Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the 

authors, and the affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text 

into the provided boxes. The template will automatically adjust 

the size of your text to fit the title box. You can manually override 

this feature and change the size of your text.  
  

T I P : The font size of your title should be bigger than your 

name(s) and institution name(s). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adding Logos / Seals 
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can 

insert a logo by dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy 

and paste or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web 

sites are likely to be low quality when printed. Zoom it at 100% to 

see what the logo will look like on the final poster and make any 

necessary adjustments.   
 

T I P :  See if your company’s logo is available on our free poster 

templates page. 

 

Photographs / Graphics 
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, 

copy and paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images 

proportionally by holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of 

the corner handles. For a professional-looking poster, do not 

distort your images by enlarging them disproportionally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image Quality Check 
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they 

look good they will print well.  
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Q U I C K  S TA RT  ( c o n t . )  
 

How to change the template color theme 
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going 

to the DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color 

theme of your choice. You can also create your own color 

theme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also manually change the color of your background by 

going to VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on the 

master be sure to go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working 

on your poster. 

 

How to add Text 
The template comes with a number of pre-

formatted placeholders for headers and 

text blocks. You can add more blocks by 

copying and pasting the existing ones or by 

adding a text box from the HOME menu.  

 

 Text size 
Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you 

have to present. The default template text offers a good 

starting point. Follow the conference requirements. 

 

How to add Tables 
To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu 

and click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you 

select rows and columns.  

You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or another 

PowerPoint document. A pasted table may need to be re-

formatted by RIGHT-CLICK > FORMAT SHAPE, TEXT BOX, 

Margins. 

 

Graphs / Charts 
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel or 

Word. Some reformatting may be required depending on how 

the original document has been created. 

 

How to change the column configuration 
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to 

see the column options available for this template. The poster 

columns can also be customized on the Master. VIEW > 

MASTER. 

 

How to remove the info bars 
If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have 

finished your poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be 

included. You can also delete them by going to VIEW > 

MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-Setup to match the Page-

Setup in PowerPoint before you create a PDF. You can also 

delete them from the Slide Master. 

 

Save your work 
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, 

save as PowerPoint of “Print-quality” PDF. 
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Experiential and hands-on learning is embedded in the Environmental Science curriculum at 

University of Washington Tacoma. Faculty at UW Tacoma offer several opportunities for 

students to engage in field-based learning to explore science topics. These experiences are 

intended to enhance students’ ability to apply the process of doing science, use 

quantitative reasoning, and connect science with society.   This presentation will highlight 

student projects from three courses including introduction to science (100-level), 

oceanography (200-level), and field geology (400-level).     

INTRODUCTION 

•Urban Commuter Campus 

•Demographics 

– Diverse student population 

– 80% transfer students 

– 65% first in family 

– 10% veterans 

UWT DEMOGRAPHICS 

Description: Oceanography is a laboratory science course designed 

for both science and non-science majors.  Students participate in 

lectures and laboratories with an oceanographic cruise on a research 

vessel, affording students an opportunity to explore the local estuary 

and apply methods learned in class.  

 

Objective:  Making “real-world” connections from large scale 

oceanographic concepts to the local estuary through field-based 

measurements. 

 

Outcome: Create a comprehensive report on observations with 

scientific interpretation focusing on oceanographic applications. 

OCEANOGRAPHY 

Description: Introduction to Science: Oceans Full of Trash is a general education course, 

affording a field experience for incoming freshmen.  Initially students watch popular videos 

and review internet reports and blogs.  Students then collect samples from a local beach 

and bay to evaluate the presence of plastics in the ocean.  Results from the field are then 

evaluated against the popular media.   A survey is given to each student at the beginning 

and end of the course to assess their growth in learning the process of scientific 

applications and discovery.  

 

Objective: Gather field evidence to better understand complex environmental issues based 

on scientific approaches. 

 

Outcome:  Create environmental awareness based on experiential activities instead of 

from the popular media. 

INTRODUCTION TO SCIENCE 

FIELD GEOLOGY 

Description: Field geology is aimed mainly at junior and senior environmental science and 

studies majors with a range of geologic knowledge. Before graduation, environmental 

science majors are required to take a field course, of which field geology is an example.  

Students improve fundamental geology skills (e.g. three-dimensional visualization, data 

collection, rock identification) while making connections between field observations of 

regional landscapes and published scientific literature.  

 

Objectives:  Use geological tools to interpret regional Earth history, relate published 

geological research to fieldwork, and communicate geoscience concepts to fellow students. 

 

Outcome:  Create a peer-reviewed field trip guide that describes the geological history of 

a terrane or set of related outcrops, using both data collected during the field course and 

published work. 

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS 

Field-based experiences are not only important for upper division environmental science 

majors, but also important for all students at the university.  Fieldwork has been 

documented as a high-impact practice in the science education literature. Results from 

each of these courses have shown that students gain a better understanding of concepts 

addressed in class when they participate in real-world, hands-on activities.  Furthermore, 

fieldwork is invaluable for advancing student learning and creating the excitement needed 

to recruit and retain undergraduates at the university and in the sciences.  Confidence 

gained by doing fieldwork has resulted in many of these students becoming leaders in their 

chosen area of study. 

Julie E. Masura, Cheryl L. Greengrove, and Peter A. Selkin 
Division of Science and Math, School of Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences, University of Washington Tacoma 

Plastics, Oceans, and Earth: Field-Based Learning Influencing Education 

Diversity of UWT Student Population 

Male to Female Ratio at UWT 

Entrance to UWT 

Freshmen Sampling for Plastics on Beach Freshmen Sampling for Plastics on R/V Barnes 

Freshmen Analyzing Samples at the Center to Urban Waters (a) Measuring Mass (b) 
Picking Plastic  

(a) (b) 

Freshmen Presenting at Student Showcase at UWT 

Environmental Science Students Preparing Rosette on R/V 
Thompson.  (a) Student Guiding Overboard (b) Student Preparing 
Sample Bottles 

(a) 

(b) 
Wordle First Impressions Introduction to Science Survey 

Wordle Final Impressions Introduction to Science Student Survey 

Students discussing turbidites of the 
Aldwell Formation, Olympic National Park.  

Students looking for contacts between 
amphibolite and metasediment to 
delineate the Indian Creek Shear Zone 
(near Rimrock Lake, WA).  

Students sketching basalt flows and geomorphic features related to Pleistocene 
megafloods, Goose Lake, WA.  
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