Factors that contribute and inhibit successful transfer for two-year college students:

Implications on strengthening the geoscience student transfer pathway
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The geology department required Summer field camp but they didn't offer the

course. Not only that but they wait until you are officially a [University] student to Transfer receptivity | am a returning student and a veteran with a spouse and children. | also work part time and |
tell you about summer camp and it costs a lot of money. am in the Navy Reserves. The greatest obstacle was trying to balance school and the rest of

my "grown up" life while maintaining high academic performance. [University] has excellent

| transferred in, and a lot of my courses didn't count towards a Orga N izationa I Cu Itu re resources for students such as myself which made these challenges easier to manage. AffeCt ive Fa Cto IS It was hard to shift mentally from being a social science to a natural

geoscience major so it took me longer to graduate. science major, and | didn't have confidence in my abilities.
Transfer shock Emotions

My community college is nicknamed "the revolving door,"” which is quite true. The |nStitUti0na| Ba I'I'ierS Sé'f-Reg u |ati0n

advisors there were awful. | didn't know Earth Science was even an option. It should
be advertised more. There also needs to be more people attending the job fairs here. 21 % 9-5%

o o Deciding to stick with it. Once | found the aspect of geography that | liked (physical), it
MOt'Vat|on became easier and a lot more interesting.

It was very tough and time consuming. | feel like | am not as smart as
other students so | had to work twice as hard to keep up.

Developing study habits for difficult courses, never had to study in High School or Community College.

Course scheduling conflicts Motivation
Availability of evening classes as | work full time and most programs do not accommodate the non traditional student. Advising |ssu.e§/poor a.dwsmg Unclgar goals/ maintaining focus. Remaining driven to finish my degree even when | required a fifth year,
Faculty/administrator issues Emotions (panic attacks, test anxiety, etc.)
i . . : L1 Pre-requisite/degree requirements Lacking self-confidence
My advisor was very hands off, making it difficult to nall down deadlines with him. Transfer conflicts/loss of credits upon transfer Educationally unprepared (e.g. lack of study skills) | struggled early on finding focus or direction.
Stereotype threat

Poor academic advising at the community college level combined with being a first-generation college
student, | didn't understand that | should have completed lower division degree requirements/prereqs

(such as calculus, chemistry, and physics) at community college. Academ ic Cha“enges PerSOnaI Cha“enges

The greatest obstacle was staying motivated
and living on a tight budget.

| re-entered college with a sever (sic) math deficiency, and have had to start at pre-algebra and work my way up. 23% 46.5% Personal life. | am a nontraditional student in my 30's. Having a family, a household, and a job often make it more difficult.
| am the first in my family to graduate from high school and now from college. Lack of support from family '(\:A;thématics dC;)U rSEhS af\d pre-requisites ?nanCiaV money issues Time management. | was committed to a theater program and on the track team in addition to being a geology major.
made school difficult. Also dealing with a disability created challenges. Sp:?%it;yegzci;rcz C);Slﬁz N F;rr?\eil;nsgl?gae;;enzt A d .
: : : : : A d ° Thesis Working while attending school cademic Personal reasons, such as the passing of my mom, derailed my graduation date.
Difficulty of coursework, including chemistry and physics. Cultural caaemic Academic rigor of courses Life-changing event
— . o Writing StUdent Money. | am a working poor individual. | made only enough money to scrape by, and |
lam not proficient in any mathematics beyond college algebra and Ca pltal was always worried about paying rent. It made it difficult to focus on academics, and
statistics and this made a few courses | took very challenging. Eng agement* often times | had to trade in school in favour of working to pay the bills.

The rigor of the classes at [University] was much more than those at community college. TranSfer Being a non-traditional student | had many other demands on my time such as Social | am a single mother. Having a young child while attending school is extremely difficult.
raising children and working. Also, it had been almost 30 years since | had been in
school. Math was my greatest difficulty and discouragement.

The mathematics involved. Four of the courses | took while pursuing my degree were either second or third attempts at Working is pretty difficult while studying, because while you're at school you worry about money and while you're working

one of the calculus courses or the course | eventually took in place of calculus 2 when | wasn't allowed to take it again. you're worrying about your studying deficit. Also, my father died while | was at the community college, so that was difficult.
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