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Assessment Plan

The purpose of the Department of Geology and Astronomy general education assessment is to determine how well our gen. ed. Courses (ESS 101, 102, 111, and 170) meet the WCU General Education Goals:

Goal 2. Employ quantitative concepts and mathematical methods.

Goal 3. Think critically and analytically.

Goal 4. Demonstrate the sensibilities, understandings, and perspectives of a person educated in the liberal arts tradition. 

In order to assess student learning outcomes in these courses we will employ a combination of exam questions designed to assess student achievement of our stated assessment goals and a survey to assess student perception vis a vis those goals.  In particular:  

1. Students will be informed of the assessment goals and plan and the General Education Goals will be made explicit during the teaching of each course.  The student survey will indicate their perceptions of how well they are achieving the General Education Goals.

2. We will employ selected response and/or constructed response questions designed to assess student achievement of each of our stated assessment goals.  All instructors of a particular course will administer the same questions in a given semester.  We will assess each general education course once per academic year.  Four selected response questions or one constructed response question will be used to assess each goal.

3. Selected response questions will be evaluated using a binary scale.  Each instructor will provide the total number of questions and the number of correct responses to each of the questions for each goal.

4. Constructed response questions will be evaluated using a 4-point rubric.  In order to have confidence in the reliability of our assessment, Department faculty will practice applying the rubric to a set of student responses in order to achieve consistency in the application of the rubric.  Each instructor will report the total number of responses in each rubric category.

5. The student survey will ask students to rate their perception of how well each general education goal has been achieved during the semester on a 5 point scale.  Each instructor will report the total number of responses in each scale category.

6. The Department Assessment Committee will collect, tabulate, and analyze the assessment data for each general education course once per year following the spring semester.  Based on those results, the Assessment Committee will issue a report that discusses how well the goals were met and make recommendations for improving the achievement of goals and the assessment plan.

Criteria for Success

1. For selected response questions, 70% of the questions will be answered correctly.

2. For constructed response questions, 70% will respond with a 3 or 4 rubric scale rating.

3. For the student survey, 70% will respond with a 3 to 5 scale rating.



















