Curriculum

What are the critical or common problems and questions in this area?
· Is curriculum current and updated rather than ‘dated’?

· Are supporting courses appropriate for objectives of students in program?

· Will curriculum serve students well when they go on to grad school?

· For grad programs: Are entrance requirements appropriate?

· Should field camp be required or not?

· How do we fulfill curricular needs of grad program with existing resources?

· Overlaps or omissions in the program?

· Are course offerings sufficiently diverse without being disparate or excessive?

· Do courses adequately support all degree programs? (Are requirements necessary, sufficient, etc – e.g., should field camp be required?

· Are degree programs adequately differentiated?

· Sufficiently diverse to give flexible entry points to the major?

· Does curriculum allow adequate opportunity for study-abroad or other special opportunities?

· How do we address cultural diversity, international or global perspectives in curriculum? (e.g., course in global climate change might fulfill an international perspective)

· Does the curriculum support broader mission-driven institutional imperatives? (such as internationalization initiatives as above)

· Is curriculum attractive to potential majors and attractive to students outside the department?

How might the departmental review be used to help the department clarify or solve some of these common problems and questions? For example, what would you want to include in the self study (data, comparisons, arguments)? How would you obtain this data? Would you want to ask the external reviewer for some specific comment (if so what)? What might you anticipate that the external reviewer might want to ask?
· Summary of curricula for each degree program offered with narrative justification

· Highlight recent curricular innovations.

· Comparison with curricula at peer institutions.

· Student enrollment in courses: how many? How many from major vs. how many outside major?

· Visitation time with undergraduate students
