Capstone Experiences/Research Focus Group

In Attendance:  Michael Zieg, Arlo Weil, Karen Viskupic, Eric Peterson, Cam Davidson

What kinds of questions can be addressed with a capstone experience/project?

1. integrative thinking

2. ability to write and present as a professional geoscientist

3. ability to address open-ended questions

What leads to successful implementation?

1. structured expectations

2. clearly defined goals and clear communication of those goals to the student

3. assessable outcomes

4. show how project helps the student meet programmatic goals

Challenges of implementation:

1. creating a meaningful rubric that is useful for evaluating a variety of projects

2. making sure goals of project are clearly defined

3. faculty time/investment

Under what circumstances is using a capstone experience for assessment appropriate?

1. When there are enough faculty or when faculty have enough time to spend on evaluating capstone projects

2. When the department has already clearly defined programmatic goals

3. When there is institutional support (addresses #1)

