Assessment Plan For Academic Departments
   ACADEMIC YEAR TO BE ASSESSED                2005-2006
Department of      Geosciences 


Major (Program)    Geosciences Area/Geology Option
CIP Code    40.0699
 

Completed by (Name)      George Kipphut and Tom Kind

	S
Sharpen learning goals into outcomes and set achievement targets 

(List the Student Learning Outcomes—specifying the learning goal[s] to which they relate—and the achievement targets you are assessing this year.)


	Learning Outcome 1 (LO 1): GSC/GLY students will understand the important basic geology concepts that support the goal of obtaining a Fundamental Knowledge of Geologic Principals, the building blocks for success in upper level GSC/GLY courses. The achievement target for 2005-2006 is that 80% of GSC/GLY students will pass a departmental mastery exam at the 70% level or above.

Learning Outcome 2 (LO 2): GSC/GLY students will meet the goal of Mastering Scientific Communications Skills by participating in classroom presentations and written assignments. The achievement target for 2005-2006 is that 80% of students involved in course projects demonstrate effective oral and written communication skills.  

	M
Map the Curriculum

(List the courses in which each outcome is taught, reinforced, and/or developed.)
	

	A
Assess 

(How will the department assess each outcome?)

	LO 1: This outcome will be assessed by a 20 question multiple choice exam given to GSC/GLY students upon completion of the GSC 101/102 sequence.

LO 2: This outcome will be assessed via individual courses and a mastery exam given during the last semester of residency.

	 R
Review the Results

(Required only in the Assessment Report, not the Plan.)           
 
	LO 1:  The Geology option is being modified to reflect changes in the discipline.  A department mastery exam will be developed to reflect changes on curriculum.

LO 2:  Mean scores for reports within in GSC 336 was 86%.  Average score for oral presentations was 85%.


	T
Transfer Information into Action

(Required only in the Assessment Report, not the Plan.)
	LO 1:  Target date for the development of an exit exam for the Geology option is Spring, 2007.

LO 2:  Since results were satisfactory, no action was taken.
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