Thomas Nelson Community College

Department of Geology

Curriculum
The curriculum offered at TNCC is very straight forward. We offer only two courses:

· Physical Geology

· Historical Geology
Both courses are “typical”/”traditional” introductory geology courses. Physical Geology introduces earth’s dominant materials, and the processes for modifying those materials. Historical Geology provides an overview of Earth’s 4.6 Ga history, focusing on major tectonic and biological developments. Students receive 4-credit hours for each course, and participate in one three hour lab per week. Both courses require field work, to varying degrees. 

Prerequisites:
· Physical Geology – basic English and Math (pre-Algebra)
· Historical Geology – Physical Geology

Classes offered at Virginia Community Colleges must be transferable and therefore comparable in scope to similar courses offered at any of Virginia’s four year institutions. While this standard helps provide guidance on grading standards and expectations, it also creates an inherent conflict with Community College’s mission to provide preparatory courses for students who are interested in transitioning to four-year institutions, but lack the necessary academic skills to succeed in this environment. Therefore, all geology courses offered at TNCC attempt to challenge a diverse student body, ranging from those who have minimal math and science interest or experience, to a few students who may consider majoring in the geosciences at a four-year school. 
