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Group Discussion – Field Trips
Best practices for organizing department field trips
Talking Points
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Behavioral issues
Creating an environment on the road, in the vehicles, in the field, and in camp that is both safe and welcoming to a diverse student body. Tamping down on sexist/racist comments. Field trips a are 24-7 environment, but students don’t often feel that way; not to restrict free speech of students, but remain respectful. Quickly isolate and confront students who make others uncomfortable – have a plan in mind. It was ‘just a joke” about religion, politics, gender, etc. is the common response. Drugs.

Liability – foremost in many considerations of departmental field trips

Justification – often needed for non-geology deans, or non-field oriented deans.

	But not often needed for geology faculty. Agassiz’s Legacy (OUP, 2002) as one point of departure. Articles in Geotimes in 2001, 2002. Other articles? Books? Online?

Vehicles (rental cost and gas):

	• State vehicles or campus-owned vehicles (department pool or campus pool).

		State or campus credit card? Cash advance for gas?

	• Rental vehicles – Campus contract, or negotiated by faculty for each trip?

		Vans (15-passenger issues), cargo van, mini-vans, SUVs, pick-ups, sedans.

		Buses for day trips – yellow school bus, airport shuttles

	• Private vehicles – Does the campus allow this?

Food

	Who pays? Who buys? Who cooks? 
	Value of sharing a group meal, vs. small groups, vs. individuals each responsible.
	Cooking and cleaning crews – share the duties.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Bring along a cook and camp boss?

Campgrounds, field station rental, equipment

	Course fees – Does the campus allow this? How much is enough per student per course? What to do with leftover money? Food at commencement, replace worn equipment.

Local trips (day trips), intra-state and inter-state trips (day and overnight), international trips.
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