Department/Program: _Geology_______________________

Major: _____M. S. Geology__________________________
Date Prepared: __December 27, 2006_______________

Learning Goals for Majors: 

 “as part of the completion your degree you will:
1. Pursue advanced study and original research.

2. Eliminate deficiencies in your geologic education

3. Prepare for advanced doctoral work in the geosciences, science teaching or employment in a variety of fields of science

4. acquire a broad understanding of the fundamentals of geology
Website and/or other avenues by which these are readily available to students, prospective students, and faculty:

http://www.uvm.edu/geology/?Page=graduate/handbook.html&SM=graduate_menu.html
	Measures
	Goal 1
	Goal 2
	Goal 3
	Goal 4
	
	Use of the information

	Completion of written M.S. Thesis and public presentation
	X
	X
	
	
	
	Presentation of thesis to the department and at national meetings

	Successful completion of Geol 302 (Intro to graduate studies)
	 
	X
	
	 X
	 
	Successful completion of Parts I and II of the Comprehensive Exam

	Ph.D program admission and employment data

collected through

Alumni survey
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	Results reviewed at annual departmental meeting.


Examples of Changes Based on Assessment:

1. Creation of regularly scheduled alumni surveys

Two years ago we began re-issuing annual department newsletters to alumni.  The first newsletter included an alumni survey which asked both graduate and undergraduate alumni various questions regarding their UVM Geology experience. Included in the survey were questions regarding post-graduate careers as well as questions on alumni perception of their preparation level upon graduation.  Survey results are reported back to alumni in subsequent newsletters.  They are also discussed at the annual faculty assessment discussion.  
Recommendations for Improving Assessment Processes

1. Scheduled end of year annual faculty meeting dedicated to evaluating and discussing assessment results.

We have scheduled a faculty meeting in May of each year to review assessment data that we have gathered over the course of the year.  We will evaluate this data in order to determine if the curriculum is meeting its learning objectives.






















PAGE  
2

