
Plant Biology Laboratory							      
Keeping a Laboratory Notebook

You will need to keep all handouts, articles, etc. in a 3-ring binder.  Your lab notebook should be a spiral-bound notebook with 3 hole punches so you can keep this in the same binder.   The spiral bound book you will use for your specific notes, procedures, data collected, data analysis, and other information for your experimental exercises.  This is a documentation record of your laboratory activities. 
Your lab notebook should be dated, detailed as possible and contain all records for each day.  

Why is this important to keep a good lab notebook?
1. Future reference
2. Verification of your experiments for Standard Procedures
3. Justification of your work.  Often times outside agencies require them (in work environments)

Expectations for student lab notebooks: 
1. Neat, organized.  If I can’t read your writing, I can’t grade it. 
2. Table of Contents is optional, but preferred
3. Number ALL pages
4. INK ONLY
5. NO ERASING, NO WHITE-OUT or scribbling things out.  Simply put a line through your error and date it. 
6. NO RE-WRITING of a lab notebook.
7. Include the date on every page
8. Each page/entry should have a new title (that will also go in the table of contents)
9. Use headings in your pages like Hypothesis, Materials, Changes, Corrections, Issues, Troubleshooting, Results, etc.
10. You MAY copy/paste digital data sets, graphs, etc. into your notebook using scotch tape. 

[image: ]When making a lab notebook, do all calculations, analysis, methods, etc. in the notebook FIRST.  This keeps track of your thought processes.  Be detailed (include time, temp, issues, problems that you encounter). You will use your lab notebook to write your lab reports (not the other way around). 

I will collecting these RANDOMLY. So everything needs to be updated and entered THE DAY YOU DO THE LAB!!!
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3 = Very acceptable work (A):
Clearly stated, accurate and detailed

2 = Acceptable but needs improving
(C): Accurate information but lacking
detail or clarity

1 = Unacceptable (should re-do):
Inaccurate information and lacking

detail or clarity

0 = Not included (no grade, can re-do)




