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Name of resource:  Global Environment: Global warming materials for Educators 

Sponsoring Organization:  Union of Concerned Scientists

URL: http://www.ucsusa.org/global_environment/global_warming/page.cfm?pageID=883
Site Homepage: http://www.ucsusa.org/index.cfm
RESOURCE WITHIN A SITE? Y  /  N
FOUND THROUGH DLESE?  Y  /   N
*I do not find the resource in my DLESE search

IF SO, WHICH COLLECTIONS?

RECOMMENDATION     YES
YES WITH RESERVATIONS     NO

STARS   1  2  3  4  5 (LAME TO STELLAR)

NARRATIVE (USE OTHER SIDE IF NEEDED)

· Curriculum materials are freely downloaded, contain a variety of activity and discussion ideas, and can be easily printed as PDF files.

· Content linked to this site appears to be geared toward providing high-quality science information to advanced learners and those who may be doing research on the topic of global warming and climate change. 

· The site provides access to multiple reports, policy information, and scientific assessments of strategies and impacts. Thus, provides access to a large amount of potentially valuable information.

· Although some of the information (e.g., 10 steps to reduce your global warming impact) would be accessible to learners with limited prior knowledge of the topic, most of the information is relatively detailed and technical. However, the site appears to provide a very valuable pool of information to advanced learners, especially those interested in public policy as related to global warming.  

INTENDED USE

_X__ REFERENCE

___ COMPUTER ACTIVITY

___ NON-COMPUTER ACTIVITY

      EDUCATOR, LEARNER OR BOTH (CIRCLE)  IF FOR LEARNER,  EVIDENCE ITS BEEN TESTED?  Y  /  N

     BEGINNER OR ADVANCED (CIRCLE) – I’d argue that this site is geared toward knowledgeable educators seeking more information and/or very advanced students doing research in the area. The volume of information is quite large with links to important reports and information, but much of the information is detailed, technical, and dense.


Easily Printed?  Y  /  N

BUGS & TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES (PROBLEMATIC TO ROBUST)

1  2  3  4 
COMMENTS

· The link to download a copy of the curriculum materials for “Global Warming Early Warning Signs Map Curriculum Guide” did not work.

· I had some difficulty understanding the navigation of the front page. It was difficult to understand what educator resources were complimentary (and necessary for using other resources). Educators would need to take a long time to explore the links and downloads to be sure they found the information they needed and all the supporting materials that would be necessary.

· Some links to educator resources are very straightforward (e.g., pull up a printable PDF file quickly). Others seem to be an endless maze of links and individual pages that are impossible to successfully navigate without getting lost (for example, the “Communicating Ecosystems Services” link). 

· I found the links to educator resources to take precedence on the page, nearly obscuring the online content (at the right in an orange box). 

SCIENTIFIC ACCURACY- FACTUAL ERRORS/OMISSIONS (NATIONAL ENQUIRER TO NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC)

1  2  3  4??
EVIDENCE IT HAS BEEN REVIEWED FOR ACCURACY?  Y  /  N

COMMENTS: The information, reports, and policy assessments appear to be very accurate, especially coming from the “Union of Concerned Scientists.” But my own expertise does not allow independent verification of scientific accuracy. 

PEDAGOGICAL INFORMATION

__X__ REFERENCE ONLY

__X__ TEACHER GUIDE

__(X)__ MATERIALS LIST

__(X)__ ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

__(X)__ TIMEFRAME PROVIDED

____ STANDARDS ALIGNMENT INDICATED

(X) some of the downloadable curriculum resources do include lesson plans, with discussion/assessment ideas. 

PROMOTES STUDENT LEARNING (WEAK TO STRONG)
1  2  3  4

COMMENTS: Although some of the activities in the curriculum guides are better than others, it likely will depend on the teacher’s familiarity with and knowledge of global warming and its specific concepts to effectively complete the exercises and promote student understanding. There are a range of activities specified, which allows educators to pick the lessons that may best suit their goals and abilities.

APPROPRIATE/EFFECTIVE MULTIMEDIA DESIGN (WEAK TO STRONG)

1  2  3  4

COMMENTS: No real multimedia present on the page, save for the links to supporting materials which I did find a bit difficult to navigate with awareness of where I was.

VISUAL APPEAL (WEAK TO STRONG)

1  2  3  4

COMMENTS: Appropriately sized columns and the use of some color provide some appeal. But the resource is mainly text-based with hyperlinks.

TEACHING TIPS: ANNOTATION DESCRIBING HOW SITE COULD BE USED OR ADAPTED FOR CLASSROOM

RECOMMENDATION: ANNOTATION DESCRIBING HOW THE DEVELOPER COULD IMPROVE THE SITE. 

· Visual methods could be used to better organize the information provided and to highlight important points/sections. There is a lot of text to wade through on the main page.

· Links to teacher curricula could be better organized – e.g., links for download and a description of the site appear on different pages.
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