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Origins and Objectives

- Dr. Adriane Lam and Dr. Jen Bauer started the site 
in summer 2017 to: 

- Communicate information on climate change and 
evolution in a way understandable to the public

- Introduce the public to the real lives of scientists

- 2 site curators (Adriane and Jen) and 10 site 
collaborators write the blogs and share their 
research and experiences in science as graduate 
students/post docs/faculty/avocational scientists



Origins and Objectives

There are several main objectives of the site:

-Explain climate change and evolutionary theory in a simplified manner with 
plain-language text and figures

-Provide background information on geology, paleontology, climate, and evolution

-Through a series of blogs, we introduce the public to the lives of scientists (professional, 
academic, avocational)

-Collect data on site visitors and the impact of social media sharing to determine best 
practices for online science communication



Collaboration Team



Collaboration Team

To be a collaborator:

- Commit to at least one blog post every 1-2 months
- Other optional contributions:

- Come up with a fossil for #FossilFriday
- Help monitor our social media accounts
- Help create graphics on Canva for posts 
- Edit posts in Hootsuite (social media manager) for consistency, clarity, 

and content



Site Set-up

Two types of pages:

- Static informational pages
- 30+ pages currently
- Can be updated or added to, but are mostly for background information 

on various topics
- Blog posts

- Dynamic, new posts released twice a week
- Written by collaborators and guest scientists



Home Page



About Us



Introductory Material

- General Science
- Geologic Time
- What Is Paleontology?
- What Is Paleoclimatology?



Climate Change

- Modern Atmosphere
- Ocean Layers & Mixing
- Ocean Chemistry & Acidification
- Ocean Circulation & Stratification
- CO2: Past, Present, & Future



Evolution

- Evolutionary Synthesis
- Taxonomy
- Reading the Tree of Life
- Homology
- Extinction



Educational Resources

- Many links to resources for teachers and 
classrooms based on the topics covered on 
the website

- Links to sites for teachers explaining science 
concepts and giving resources for 
communicating science

- Links to sites with lesson plans, slide shows, 
and visualizations of science concepts

- Also has a link to a compiled list of K-12 
paleontology/geology-themed summer camps



Extra Information

- Additional Reading (Books!)
- Fossil ID & Databases
- Organizations & Societies: from 

international, to national, to regional and 
local

- Podcasts & Blogs



References

- Citations and DOIs for all papers referenced in static informational pages
- Concern that many papers are behind paywalls that our readers may not be 

able to access
- Suggestions?



Blog Posts

- Released twice weekly on Mondays and 
Thursdays

- Written by collaborators and guest bloggers (for 
Meet The Scientist)

- Designed to introduce readers to life as 
scientists, showcasing research, field trips, 
conferences, and other topics such as applying 
for grad school or academic jobs and managing 
stress



Paleo LIVE!

- Our Research Explained: Foraminifera and 
Blastoidea

- Field Excursions: Field Trips from conferences, 
teaching, or research; also geologically interesting 
vacation trips!

- Education & Outreach: Teaching experiences, 
outreach events

- Science Bytes: Research experiences
- Byte of Life: Stress management, applying to grad 

school, applying to jobs, our journey to where we 
are today



Climate & Paleo News
- Summaries of recent scholarly articles
- Explains what the research was, how it was conducted, results, and why it is important



Meet The Scientist

- Intended to introduce readers to scientists 
from any field, not just climate/paleo

- Write about who you are, what your 
research/job is, why it matters, how you got 
into science, advice for students considering 
science jobs

- Trying to showcase scientists from all fields and 
all demographics, so folks can see scientists 
who look like them

- We are always looking for scientists to write 
these!



Google Analytics

- Our site is through Wordpress, so we use their built-in analytics as well as 
Google Analytics to track readership/site visits

- We can look at data and statistics for site visitors such as: geographic 
location (by country), age, how they accessed the site (google, social media, 
direct link), number of visitors by hour, day, week, month, number of new vs 
returning visitors

- We use these data to track how people are finding the site and ideal times 
to release new posts



How are people finding the site?



Reader Demographics



Reader Demographics



Views Over Time



Hashtags



Conference Presentations



Conference Presentations



Conference Presentations



Open Access Publication: Journal of STEM Outreach

https://www.jstemoutreach.org/artic
le/7557-time-scavengers-an-educat
ional-website-to-communicate-clim
ate-change-and-evolutionary-theor
y-to-the-public-through-blogs-web-
pages-and-social-media-platforms
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Funding



Patreon Fundraiser for Cam Muskelly 



Patreon Fundraiser for Cam Muskelly 



Future of the Site

- Expand collaborators and guest bloggers
- Obtain stable funding
- Continue to evaluate statistics to find 

best practices for posting and promoting 
new content



Contact Info

E-mail: timescavengers@gmail.com

Twitter and Instagram: 
@timescavengers

Facebook: Time Scavengers

mailto:timescavengers@gmail.com

