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Kids can make a difference!!!































Este es uno de mis primeros trabajos. Yo illustre este libro pequeno 

cuando tenia ocho anos de edad.  























Children make the best messengers because they 

will bear the brunt of climate disruption.



Four years ago, in a PBS interview, Supreme Court Justice 

David Souter expressed his concern about the ignorance of the 

American people regarding governance. 

He warned that without a commitment to participatory 

democracy through civic education, the American People were 

open to a demagogue who would come and tell them that he 

could fix everything if only he were to have unlimited power. 

We must heed Souter’s prescient comments.

We need CIVICS and SOCIAL STUDIES in the schools.

Self-efficacy and civic engagement are the foundation of a 

democracy.



This isn’t just a Climate Crisis. 

It is a DEMOCRACY Crisis.













Kids Saved Belt Woods





































Measurements of  carbon in the atmosphere tells 
us the temperature of  the Earth’s atmosphere 
and show us how Earth’s climate is changing.

As carbon dioxide rises, the climate warms.

There has not been this much carbon in the 
atmosphere for millions of  years-- since 
dinosaurs roamed the Earth -- when it was a 
much hotter climate.









We have to consider the psychological 

effects of doom and gloom scientific 

information on people.  We know that doom 

and gloom deflates people. 

But we also know that solutions and 

success stories EMPOWER people and give 

them hope. 



• The mission of Young Voices on Climate 

Change and the Young Voices for the Planet 

films is to limit the magnitude of climate 

change and its impacts through empowering 

youth, through positive success stories, to 

take an essential role in informing society 

and  decision-makers, and catalyzing 

change since they will bear the brunt of 

climate disruption.



Most adults learn about the environment 
from their kids



Motivated avoidance 







LCV & Unilever study 



Teaching with hope and inspiration: Lessons 

from a Film Project 





Youth Actions Get 

Media Attention









































YVFP CIVIC ENGAGEMENT CURRICULUM

This Civic Engagement Curriculum will help educators to integrate the 

Young Voices for the Planet films into formal or informal education. 

The films document youth solutions to the climate crisis, and other issues, 

facilitating peer learning. 

Grade Level: The curriculum is very versatile and can be adapted to 

elementary, middle school or high school through project-based learning.

The curriculum helps develop self-efficacy and agency. It provides ideas for 

service projects igniting interest in issues affecting student well-being and 

empowerment in decision-making through collaborations. 

The YVFP Civic Engagement ACTION plan helps students identify issues 

to address, breaking problems into manageable pieces. Use this curriculum 

throughout the school year to help students speak out, create solutions and 

lead the change.  



SELF – EFFICACY

Self-efficacy is the belief in one’s ability to make a 

difference in one’s own lives or in the world at large. This 

term was coined by Stanford University professor and 

world-renowned social psychologist Albert Bandura.

Albert Bandura is the most frequently quoted living 

psychologist and the 4th most quoted psychologist of all 

time following Freud, Piaget and BF Skinner.

In his seminal book Self-Efficacy: The Exercise of Control, 

Dr. Bandura wrote about how “efficacy beliefs” effect 

personal and social norms.

In a recent talk at Stanford, he discussed his serial dramas 

and their potential for moving the needle on climate change. 

https://youtu.be/6ZSl1QoPKdI (6:47 )
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SOCIAL MODELING

Albert Bandura’s research on self-efficacy showed how people 

come to believe in their own ability to make change in their own 

lives and in the world at large through “social modeling” –

modeling their behavior after the actions of others. In describing 

the Young Voices for the Planet films, Bandura said, “they’ve taken 

my theories and put them into practice!” 

His research demonstrated how the most important influence on 

teens and pre-teens is their peers. 

In the YVFP film, Save Tomorrow,  9-year-old Alice says, “When I 

was watching the YVFP films I thought, “those children look just 

like me and maybe I can be doing what they’re doing.”



As the Parkland students, and the YVFP youth, have 

shown us, young people have the capacity to be the 

leaders of today.

Youth can be in the vanguard – setting an example by 

tangibly making a difference to ensure that our planet 

is on a sustainable course and showing people that 

everyone can play a part in tackling climate change. 

Creating new social norms is the foundation of really 

changing behavior -- and grassroots efforts can 

change laws.



https://www.youngvoicesfortheplanet.com/curriculum/



                

In the Young Voices for the Planet  films we see authentic and inspir ing 

stories of real kids making change.   is companion guide for Civic 

Engagement uses project-based learning as models for action.  Students 

analyze the successful ACTION PLANS of their peers in the films.  

 en, they develop their own for a local issue that they care about.

Each lesson is linked to the C3 Civics and Social Studies Standards.
Also ideal for cross-curricular teaching of STEM, STEAM and HISTORY.

Self efficacy––the belief in one’s ability to make change in one’s own life

and in the world at large––is the foundation of a funct ioning Democracy.

“At a certain point, we couldn’t stop thinking––is there anything that w e can do?”
      - Nicole Martinez,  Dreaming in Green,  a  Young Voices for the Planet   film 

“It tells you––people want to help but they just don’t know how.   at’s why I think they 

need a role model, like youth, to say, ‘If a child can do it, so can I.  I can make a difference.’ ”
  - O livia Bouler in  Olivia’s Birds and the Oil Spill

Civic Engagement Curriculum

A GUIDE TO CIVIC ACTION FOR YOUNG VOICES

“Sure, I want to change the world... but  how ?” 











Time Required: 

Use the films and curriculum for a half-hour lesson or for an 

entire school year.

Use the ACTION PLAN to identify community issues that the 

class would like to focus on, or go deep into ethics education

through role-play and help students develop empathy. 

Use as daily or weekly ‘refreshers’ throughout the school year, to 

spark inspiration and excitement about civics and the power that 

youth have to change minds, laws and communities. 

Use it to launch discussions of historical precedents of people 

creating changes for good such as Civil Rights, Women’s Rights 

and Children’s rights.



GOALS:

Civics taught in every school

Young people learning about actions they can take to

address climate change and understanding

climate science.

Self-efficacy developed in every school leading to youth 

empowerment and as the foundation of a functioning democracy.

Young Voices for the Planet Films and Curriculum more 

widely distributed to inspire more youth.

Formal and Informal Education – in and out of school



Children make the best messengers because they 

will bear the brunt of climate disruption.

Grown-ups must listen to the children.  

Their voices cannot be dismissed for it is their 

future that is at stake. They reach our hearts.

They are a moral voice for doing what’s right.






