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1. Context 
2. Example unit 
3. Goals & Questions

Agenda



We educate and empower the 

next generation of water-literate leaders. 

Mission

We envision a future where all citizens 

have the knowledge and creativity they 

need to strengthen their communities and 

live with water in an era of climate 

change and sea level rise.

Vision



Train s teachers

Challenges students

Empowers communities

Curriculum

Teachers &
education
experts

Storytellers
and media
producers

Scientists &
climate change 

experts

Community 
members in climate- 

vunerable places



Make learning visible 
For teachers, by teachers 

Science needs stories
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Guiding Principles



Context

• Unequal access to high-quality education  

• Urgent environmental issues 

• New science standards are rigorous and 
challenging shift 

�X X
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2012: 4th Grade  
Water Workshop
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HYBRID LANDSCAPE
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Why hasn’t anyone told us this before? 
- Kaliyah, 4th grade 
KIPP Central City Primary, New Orleans





“Instead of telling students what the established 
scientific models are, the goal is for students to 

develop (with support) these ideas for themselves 
through exploration of evidence and vetting of ideas, 

just as scientists do. 

Introduction to Disciplinary Core Ideas: What They Are and Why They are Important 
National Science Teachers Association, 2017
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Source: Insert source here



Generate and compare 
multiple solutions to reduce the 
impacts of natural Earth 
processes on humans. 

4th Grade LSS (Earth Sciences)

 X
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 Developed by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (empowerment arrow added)



My favorite part of Ripple Effect was
creating things to help other people,
because they might help me one day.

A Z A R E E YA H ,  4 T H  G R A D E  R I P P L E  E F F E C T  S T U D E N T

Topographic model courtesy of Derek Hoeferlin and 
his students at Washington University in St. Louis.
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Teachers as agents of change
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Teachers as agents of change
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Pioneer a national, equity-based vision for  
water literacy education. 

Connect more teachers, students and families to 
water literacy through innovative curriculum  

and teaching tools.

Goals
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•How can the stories of lived experiences be meaningful yet also 
maintain scientific, dispassionate objectivity?  

•How do we introduce students to issues of climate change, without 
distraction from climate science’s continuous evolution, external 
social pressures, or politicization?  

•How do we instill stewardship without placing an amount of 
responsibility on young people?

Questions



Thanks
Instagram: rippleeffectnola 

www.rippleeffectnola.com 

Twitter: CAndersonRipple

claireanderson@rippleeffectnola.com

http://www.rippleeffectnola.com

