Instructors Notes
General Considerations

· Project deadlines are included as part of the homework assignment where possible.

· Meetings with the instructor are scattered throughout the project to make sure students are not putting things off and to make sure what they are planning is appropriate

· Students are allowed to choose the weighting of the components of the project. Two components will be weighted 40%, one component will be weighted 20%.

Topic Selection

· Prior to 5th class, meet with instructor to discuss 3 topic ideas and potential non-peer audiences. The purpose of this meeting is to make sure that topics include enough optics. There is a discussion of depth vs breath in terms of background and applications. Caution students about topics that may include classified information (hard to get detailed information) and topics that include too much electronics and not enough optics. Finally discuss whether or not will be able to present topic to non-peer audience.
· For 6th class, meet with college science librarian about resources and to begin researching 3 the 3 topics they are interested in to see which are feasible.

· Prior to 8th class, students submit 2 or 3 topics in rank order of preference and suggested rubric for creative project.
Paper
· Due in 6th week to allow students to use paper as reading for their presentation.

Creative Presentation

· Since each person’s creative project is different, each student creates their own rubric that they will be graded on. 

· First version of rubric submitted prior to 8th class. Rubric is checked to make sure there are reasonable criterion including evaluation of how well they communicate to their intended audience, the quality of their creative presentation, and the correctness of physics they present.

· Final version of the rubric submitted in 7th week.

· 10% extra credit for actually presenting their creative work to their intended audience and having the intended audience give feedback directly to the instructor either via email or an evaluation form that is collected by the student after the activity.

· The creative project is due any time before the end of the final exam period to give students as much time as possible to present their creative project to the intended audience. The student can present their create project to the instructor who assumes the identity of the intended audience to judge the appropriateness of the work to the intended audience.

30-Minute Presentation

· Consultation with instructor on content of presentation 4 week days (M-F only) before the presentation. Students are expected to prepare for this meeting as stated in the Photonics Project Description file. During this meeting it is important to discuss what the students intend to cover, what they are thinking for the reading assignment, and what they are thinking for the homework problem to make sure that all of these items are appropriate.
· Reading material due to the instructor 4 days before the class (includes weekend days) so that students have time to read the material in advance of the class.

· The homework assignment is due to the instructor in time for the instructor to include the problem in the weekly homework assignment.

· 5- minutes is allotted in class for students to complete their evaluation of their peer’s presentation. Note: Class time is 70 minutes long.

· The peer evaluations are reviewed by the instructor. The instructor also completes the peer evaluation form adding additional comments or reinforcing peer comments.

· Photocopies of the peer evaluations are made with names removed and given to the student presenter along with the instructor evaluation.
