Interview Protocols for the 2010 Cohort Study

Goals:  These interviews will help us understand whether there are any differences between students’ academic trajectories at Carleton, based on their participation (or non-participation) in FOCUS/Science Fellows.  By academic trajectory, we are hoping to learn the following:
· Students’ majors and future aspirations, and 
· What has helped and hindered them in deciding upon – and pursuing – these particular goals at Carleton (especially related to FOCUS).
We will also use information from these interviews to design a survey for all four groups of students (FOCUS and matched cohorts).  

Process:  Fifteen 30-minute interviews (split between the cohorts, ideally) in April 2010
Disciplinary Interests and Carleton Academic Experiences 

1. What is your major or possible major?  What made you choose this major?
Prompts
a. Were you always interested in this topic?
b. What or who at Carleton may have influenced you to choose this discipline?

2. Did you change your mind about a major based on an experience at Carleton?  
Prompts
a. If so, what influenced this change?  
b. A class?  A professor (temp/part-time?)?

3. Where do you get help when you need it in a class?  
Prompts
a. If there is a particularly difficult assignment, how likely are you to contact a professor?
b. Are there any professors that you would consult even if you were not necessarily taking a course with them that term?
c. How has FOCUS helped you, academically?

4. Do you think that Carleton faculty have high expectations for your learning in their courses?  
Prompts
a. Are their expectations too high?  Too low?  Just right?  
b. Are they applied differently to different groups of students?

Belonging at Carleton and in Disciplines Beyond

5. What communities (department, club, church, hall/dorm, sports team, particular class, group of friends, etc.) do you feel the closest connection to?  
Prompts
a. Why?  
b. How does this community help you, academically? 
c. What communities do you feel less connected to and why? 
d. In what ways does the FOCUS program create and support your feelings of belonging at Carleton?  (Introductions to faculty? Student mentors? FOCUS seminar? Speakers and other activities? FOCUS leadership and mentoring?)

6. Do you feel a connection to larger communities outside of Carleton related to your major?  
Prompts
What opportunities have you had to engage in these communities (internship, research project, speakers, fieldtrips, etc.)?

Individual Study and Work Habits

1. What is your normal studying routine?
Prompts
a. When do you do the most studying in your normal week?  
b. Where?
c. With whom?
d. For what classes?

2. Do you work on campus or off?  
Prompts
a. What do you do?
b. How many hours do you work?
c. How flexible is your job (if you have finals, a paper you need to finish, etc.)?  Do they call you in at the last minute to work extra hours or different hours than your normal schedule?
d. Do you think your work negatively or positively affects your schoolwork?  Why or why not?
1. 

Recruitment Email

For the FOCUS Students

Pre-Email from Deborah:

…to the effect that Gudrun Willett will be contacting them soon for an interview about the FOCUS program…


Hi ____ ,

Gudrun Willett, a cultural anthropologist at Carleton’s Science Education Resource Center, is conducting research on the FOCUS cohort’s impact on student learning.  Would you be available to meet with her for 30 minutes to talk about your experiences?  

As with the FOCUS surveys, anything you would talk about would remain confidential.  In other words, if the researchers used a quote from an interview in the final report on the HHMI grant (it funds FOCUS and Science Fellows), your name/age/grade/hair-color, etc. would not be included with it.  Your participation is completely voluntary.  

Please email or call me as soon as possible before April 9 (end of the 2nd week), and we can organize a time to meet with Gudrun.

Thank you!

Linda Goozen


For the students who chose not to join FOCUS

Pre-Email from Liz?

…to the effect that Gudrun Willett at the Science Education Resource Center will be contacting them for an interview about their academic experiences at Carleton…

Dear ______ , 
Gudrun Willett, a cultural anthropologist at Carleton’s Science Education Resource Center, is conducting research on the FOCUS cohort’s impact on student learning.  Would you be available to meet with her to tell about your experiences?  The entire interview would take up ½ hour of your time.  

If you agree, anything we talk about will remain confidential.  In other words, if I use a quote from our discussion in an academic paper, report, or presentation, your name/age/grade/hair-color, etc. would not be included with it.  Your participation is completely voluntary.  

Information from these interviews will be used to evaluate the effect of the CISMI program (Carleton Interdisciplinary Science and Math Initiative) on teaching and learning at Carleton. 

Please email or call me as soon as possible before April 9 (end of the 2nd week), and we can organize a time to meet with Gudrun.


Thank you!

Linda Goozen


For the Science Fellows?
