Rubric for Scoring Final Work Report in “Exploring Evolutionary Trends in the Latest Mesozoic and Early Cenozoic (70-30 Ma)”

	Criteria
	Yes
	Borderline
	No

	1. Are there at least three possible factors for guiding the division of Geologic Time noted? These must be plausible ideas, but do not necessarily need to be correct.
	1
	¾ or ½ or ¼
	0

	2. Is there a correct table/spreadsheet of data showing both first and last occurrences of microfossil species?
	1
	¾ or ½ or ¼
	0

	3. Have at least three microfossil groups been investigated with evidence of this work reflected in the chart?
	1
	¾ or ½ or ¼
	0

	4. Is there a correctly-made spreadsheet-generated titled bar graph depicting results, with axes labeled appropriately?
	1
	¾ or ½ or ¼
	0

	5. Is there a plausible interpretation of the bar graph that includes five statements with at least two of these statements being inferences?
	1
	¾ or ½ or ¼
	0

	6. Have the five best inferences made during class discussion been recorded with specific reference to ages?
	1
	¾ or ½ or ¼
	0

	7. Are there two sentences correctly describing (one sentence each part): 1) form differences between latest Cretaceous and earliest Paleogene planktonic foraminifers, and 2) interpretations as to the cause for these differences?
	1
	¾ or ½ or ¼
	0

	8. Is there a correct two-sentence explanation used to describe evolutionary changes and the divisions of the Geologic Time Scale
	1
	¾ or ½ or ¼
	0

	9. Is there a well-composed and evidence-supported three-sentence description of factors that guide the choice for the placement of boundaries in the Geologic Time Scale?
	1
	¾ or ½ or ¼
	0

	10. Is there a logical two-sentence explanation that compares and contrasts the criteria for the recognition of geologic eras versus epochs?
	1
	¾ or ½ or ¼
	0

	Total Points out of 10 Points
	


