CAM Visual Story-Telling (VST) Project Handout 
for Grades 6-12

Abstract/Summary: Your production team (of two) will develop a sequence of images, using a variety of still shots or silent video, to illustrate the difference between objects (living and nonliving) in the environment that emit versus sequester carbon. You will need to research the concepts, identify objects to film, plan a shot sequence and film the sequence. 

Essential Question: How can we use a sequence of images to tell a story or explain a concept to a general audience, without using words?

Culminating Performance Task: In production teams, you will create an in-camera edited video or sequence of still shots to illustrate the difference between emitting and sequestering carbon. Production teams will share with their completed videos/sequence with classmates for critique.

Objectives
In producing this project, you will:
· Research what it means to emit and to sequester carbon, and understand that it is possible for the same object (for example, a plant) to both emit and sequester. 
· Identify, within your filming range, at least 10 objects that emit and 10 objects that sequester carbon. 
· Develop a shot list for filming that includes a variety of shot types, and utilizes good framing, Rule of Thirds, etc.
· Film you sequence.
· Present your product and be critiqued by the class; critique other teams' completed projects.


Materials and resources:
· Music From a Bonsai (https://vimeo.com/10198497)
· Street Skiing from All.I.Can (https://vimeo.com/32863936)
· **CAM Before You Tape (PowerPoint)
· **Visual Storytelling example (video)
· **CAM Field Production Cheat Sheet 
· **CAM Peer Review Form for Video Projects
· CAM Shot List for Visual Story-Telling Project (attached)
· CAM Rubric for Visual Story-Telling Project (attached)
· Digital video or still camera

** you can access all of these resources directly from the project page for this media project at http://cleanet.org/cced_media/your_classroom/activities/75702.html 

 
STEP 1 Pre-Production

· View with your class the CAM Before you Tape PowerPoint presentation, paying particular attention to shot types, framing, and Rule of Thirds.

· View with your class one of the two short videos on vimeo (Music From a Bonsai or Street Skiing), and keep track of the number and type of shots you see, using the CAM Sample Shot List for Visual Story-Telling Project (attached).
· what shots worked well and why?
· how did the type of shot convey a specific emotion or action?

· If either you or your VST production partner does not understand what it means to "emit" or "sequester" carbon, go to the CAM Climate Science Resources (http://cleanet.org/cced/media/your_classroom/clim_res.html) and do some research. Talk with each other to make sure you both understand, and check your understanding with your teacher.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]View with your class the Visual Storytelling example created by CAM students, and discuss what you see:
· what objects did the students use as examples of emitters and sequesters?
· does the students' project demonstrate an understanding of the concepts?
· how was the visual quality (framing, focus, Rule of Thirds)?
· did the students use a variety of shots in their sequence?

· Meet with your VST production partner and brainstorm how you would like to tell your story. Look out the window or walk around outside and identify objects in your environment that emit and/or sequester carbon. Record them on the CAM Shotlist for Visual Story-Telling project (attached). Indicate what shot type you want to use for this object and whether it emits or sequesters carbon (or, perhaps, does both). Note: you can take more than one image of an object using different types of shots (for example - a close-up of a leaf and then a wide shot of a tree).

· Decide where your group will do your filming- outside your school, in a nearby park, in your neighborhood, and clear it with your teacher.




STEP 2 Production

· Review the CAM Field Production Cheat Sheet and take it with you when you go out to film.

· Set up your camera and test it. Make sure the card is in the camera and that it is ready to record. Make sure you know how to turn it on and off and how to initiate recording. Practice focusing.

· With your shot list in hand as your guide to your filming sequence, go out and film! Assume that your footage will not be edited.


STEP 3 Post-Production

· Review your footage and give your project a title. 

· Have at least one person outside your pair and your instructor critique your work - give them some ideas about what you are looking for feedback on when doing their critique. Use the CAM Sample Rubric for Visual Story-Telling Project (attached) to help guide the critique.


STEP 4 Presentation

Full-class screening to present VST videos. Audience can use the CAM Sample Rubric for Visual Story-Telling Project (attached) or create their own, to critique their classmates' videos. 

    

. 








CAM Shot List for Visual Story-Telling Project


Names: ___________________________________________________
Date:___________________

Instructions: Complete the chart below

	Objects that Emit Carbon
	
	
	

	Shot #
	Describe Shot
	Shot Type 
	Reason for shot type

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	

	
	




	
	

	Objects that Sequester Carbon
	
	
	

	Shot #
	Describe Shot
	Shot Type 
	Reason for shot type

	11
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	

	20
	
	
	













CAM Sample Rubric for Visual Story-Telling Project


	Categories
	Insufficient 
	Needs improvement
	Satisfactory
	Exceeds Expectations

	A Variety of shots were used: 
Extreme Close up
Close up
Medium
Wide
	
	
	
	Ex. A variety of shots were expertly used

	The sequence of images clearly shows an understanding of the science content
	
	
	
	

	Students were able to use technology efficiently to complete the project (such as framing, rule of thirds, focus)
	
	
	
	

	Final product was completed on time and screened by the class
	
	
	
	



Note: This is an example. Teachers can complete the rubric according to their expectations on any given project.
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