Effective Writing Rubric Template
	
	Exemplary
	Proficient
	Emerging
	Not Present  
	Not Applicable

	Originality of thesis or 

  focus 
	
	
	
	
	

	Clarity of thesis or focus
	
	
	
	
	

	Selection, use, and efficacy 

  of evidence or detail
	
	
	
	
	

	Adaptation to audience 
	
	
	
	
	

	Appropriate use of        disciplinary concepts 
	
	
	
	
	

	Control of formal and 

  rhetorical  elements
	
	
	
	
	

	Correct use of standard writing conventions
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The St. Olaf CALL Effective Writing team worked with colleagues at Carleton, Macalester, and Grinnell in Spring 2006 to develop the definition of effective writing provided below, and then used this definition to develop the above rubric template. 
Definition of effective writing 

Effective writing is the result of a process of drafting, revising, and editing that helps to create a self-aware writer. Effective writing 
a)  
Demonstrates correct use of standard writing conventions (spelling, punctuation, grammar, and syntax);
b) 
Demonstrates control of formal elements (vocabulary, structure, paragraphing), tone, and rhetorical devices;
c) 
Employs and adapts (a) and (b) in ways appropriate to a given rhetorical situation to generate and sustain the interest of readers;

d) 
Employs and adapts (a), (b), and (c) to the needs of either generally-educated readers or disciplinary, specialized readers;

e) 
Demonstrates proficiency in using research to support critical inquiry, including the ability to identify, evaluate, analyze, synthesize, and document appropriate sources. 



