Critical Thinking Rubric Template
Note:  The parenthetic letters associated with each criterion in the rubric refer to the definition of critical thinking appended below.
	
	Exemplary
	Proficient
	Emerging
	Not present

	Clear thesis/main argument that takes a position (c)  
	
	
	
	

	Careful evaluation of texts and evidence (a)  
	
	
	
	

	Persuasive use of evidence to support arguments (a/c)  
	
	
	
	

	Recognition of what is known and not known (b)  
	
	
	
	

	Acknowledgement and evaluation of other views (d)  
	
	
	
	

	Recognition and critique of assumptions (e)  
	
	
	
	

	Assessment of one’s own assumptions and arguments (b/e)  
	
	
	
	

	Use of relevant disciplinary concepts or methods (a/c)
	
	
	
	

	Use of relevant concepts or methods from other fields (f)  
	
	
	
	


Source:  
St. Olaf Collaborative Assessment for Liberal Learning (CALL) Critical Thinking Team, Spring 2009

Vicki Harper, Philosophy 
Bob McClure, Education
Mary Walczak, Chemistry

Paul Zorn, Mathematics, Statistics, and Computer Science 

The St. Olaf CALL Critical Thinking team worked with colleagues at Carleton, Macalester, and Grinnell in Spring 2006 to develop the definition of critical thinking provided below, and then used this definition to develop the above rubric template. 
Definition of critical thinking:
Critical thinking is the ability to analyze, construct and evaluate arguments, to support claims by appropriate reasons or evidence, and to formulate positions and policies on the basis of a reasonable assessment of alternatives. It is disciplined and creatively imaginative thinking that enables one to integrate ideas, interpret texts and data, and examine issues in a nuanced and fair-minded way. It is a way of being accountable and taking responsibility for one’s own beliefs.

Critical thinking is characterized by the following abilities:

a) 
Evaluation of evidence, data and information in a rigorous or disciplined way;

b) 
Assessment of one's own position, and recognition of what's known and unknown;

c) 
Identification of theme, thesis, policy, argument, etc. in a discipline-appropriate way;

d) 
Synthesis of understanding, appreciation, and evaluation of a text or argument;

e) 
Recognition and critique of assumptions, including one's own;

f) 
"Transfer of training" from one area of study to another.

Critical thinking is also characterized by the following attitudes:

a) 
Willingness to evaluate and challenge received opinion;

b) 
Inclination to introspection and self-examination;

c) 
Commitment to intellectual virtues, including curiosity, courage, and accountability. 

