PAGE  
3

Student Learning Questionnaire
Macalester is involved in an effort to assess how we teach students the skills needed to state and support arguments and points of view. Some of the examination questions specifically asked you to make or evaluate arguments. This questionnaire asks for your experience in this course over the semester. The purpose is to consider what course content helped you develop skills.
Information about you

1.
Please indicate your classification:
· First-year student or sophomore

· Junior or senior
2.
Please indicate:

· I am majoring  OR minoring in Sociology OR Legal Studies
· I have either NOT declared a major / minor OR I am not majoring / minoring in Sociology or Legal Studies
3.
Please indicate whether you have completed a Quantitative Research methods course or Statistics course:



YES
NO
Please consider the following skills. For each skill, please rate (a) how confident you are about it at this time and (b) how much you have improved on the skill during this semester.
4.
Skill: How to evaluate the quality of an argument someone else is making
(a) How much confidence do you have in your skill at this time?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10



None
Moderate
Complete

(b) How much have you improved on this skill during this semester?
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10



None
A little
Moderately

A great deal

Please describe what promoted this improvment – a specific topic, reading, handout, or assignment:
5.
Skill: How to identify assumptions or premises in an argument
(a) How much confidence do you have in your skill at this time?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10



None
Moderate
Complete

(b) How much have you improved on this skill during this semester?
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10



None
A little
Moderately

A great deal

Please describe what promoted this improvment – a specific topic, reading, handout, or assignment:
6.
Skill: How to use numerical or quantitative data to support an argument or point of view

(a) How much confidence do you have in your skill at this time?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10



None
Moderate
Complete

(b) How much have you improved on this skill during this semester?
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10



None
A little
Moderately

A great deal

Please describe what promoted this improvment – a specific topic, reading, handout, or assignment:
7.
Skill: How to develop a clear thesis or central claim
(a) How much confidence do you have in your skill at this time?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10



None
Moderate
Complete

(b) How much have you improved on this skill during this semester?
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10



None
A little
Moderately

A great deal

Please describe what promoted this improvment – a specific topic, reading, handout, or assignment:
8.
Skill: How to evaluate and choose evidence that supports your argument or point of view

(a) How much confidence do you have in your skill at this time?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10



None
Moderate
Complete

(b) How much have you improved on this skill during this semester?
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10



None
A little
Moderately

A great deal

Please describe what promoted this improvment – a specific topic, reading, handout, or assignment:
9.
Skill: How to reason logically
(a) How much confidence do you have in your skill at this time?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10



None
Moderate
Complete

(b) How much have you improved on this skill during this semester?
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10



None
A little
Moderately

A great deal

Please describe what promoted this improvment – a specific topic, reading, handout, or assignment:
10.
Skill: How to communicate an argument or point of view persuasively
(a) How much confidence do you have in your skill at this time?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10



None
Moderate
Complete

(b) How much have you improved on this skill during this semester?
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10



None
A little
Moderately

A great deal

Please describe what promoted this improvment – a specific topic, reading, handout, or assignment:
11.
Below is a list of the proficiencies described in the preceding questions.  Please mark the appropriate boxes for those proficiencies (if any) about which you learned something in this course and then applied or feel confident in applying in another setting (whether another course, an internship, a work environment, or civic involvement):
	
	I have already applied something I learned in this course in another setting 
	I feel confident applying something I learned in this course in another setting

	Evaluating the quality of an argument someone else is making
	
	

	Identifying assumptions or premises
	
	

	Using numerical or quantitative data to support an argument or point of view
	
	

	Developing a clear thesis or central claim
	
	

	Evaluating and choosing evidence to support an argument or point of view 
	
	

	Reasoning logically
	
	

	Communicating an argument persuasively
	
	


12.
Please add any other thoughts and observations about your knowledge and experience in stating and supporting a point of view.
