Your critical summary will consist of five parts:

Central Quotation – Choose a sentence (or excerpts from linked sentences) that is central to the argument made by the author(s).  Be sure to cite the page number(s)!
Argument:  In a few sentences, state the main argument made by the author.  

Connection:  In a few sentences, explain how the argument relates to other perspectives that we have studied or will discuss during the week (or during previous weeks).  Consider the following question:  How does the argument relate to other material that we have read?  Earlier in the semester (when we may have not studied as many other perspectives), you might also consider how the argument relates to wider public understandings (“common sense”) of the issue(s) if you are unable to come up with a clear connection to our other readings.  

Implications:  In a few sentences, identify and explain how the argument has some broader relevance.  These questions may help guide you:  If the author’s argument is true, what does this mean for improving society?  In other words, if we want to engage in social reform or larger-scale social change, what advice (perhaps implicit) does the author give to us?
Questions:  Raise one or two questions that you think are not answered sufficiently in the text.  The questions could be questions of clarification / interpretation or questions of inquiry, testing, challenging, or extending the author’s argument.

Your papers should be organized so that each of these components is clearly identified.  (In the past, most students have simply used each of the components as a heading for a short section, which works quite well.)  
