Position Papers

Each student will submit 3 position papers.  Since this course has improvement in historical writing as one of its objectives, the latter papers will be weighted proportionally.  That is, Paper 1 will be worth 5% of the total course grade, Paper 2 worth 10%, and Paper 3 worth 20%. 
In 4-5 typed (12pt font, 1 inch margin) pages, the student will argue a position about some aspect of ancient society raised in class.  In essence, each student must present a position, supported by primary source evidence, about ancient behavior:  for example, one might write about why the ancients use war as the "first option," or about the relationships between war and peace, fighters and non-fighters, war and economics, war and religion, to name just a few. 

***Please Note:  These are not research papers and do not require outside readings.  They are position/opinion papers, where the student will take a stand on some issue and convince the instructor and a peer evaluator through a formal argument, supported by evidence from the primary source readings assigned, that all conclusions drawn are reasonable and plausible.  

The student should consider these papers an opportunity to expand and explore ideas raised in class, an opportunity to flex analytical and communication skills, and above all a dry run for the final exam.

