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Discussion Notes

During the discussion a key problem identified in relation to water resources is consistent access to water quality data. 

We learned that the water quality in Jamaica is good, except for hot spots that are contaminated due to industry. We also learned about the agencies and companies that are in charge of gathering water data and for what function each of them gather data (irrigation, consumption, natural resources). Each of the agencies have different protocols and procedures for researchers to access the data. Specifically historical data access and its documentation and completeness are problems. 

In general, data problems are: 
· lack of consistent documentation, 
· lack of knowledge about protocols used during the quality measurements, 
· lack of measurements for advanced indicators beyond basic ones, and data incompleteness due to discontinued projects. 

In addition, there are different agreements that need to happen in order to get data from different federal agencies and while they are all potentially open, there is red tape involved which delays research in each case.  Thus, data is not readily available when needed. 

From the perspective of the academic community, there are also problems related to understanding the concept of open data, its mechanisms, standards and its logic. There are cultural barriers in relation to the prestige that publishing data brings or does not, the amount of work associated with publishing clear, valid, and documented data, and with ways of enforcing data publication. So, the academic community needs to set the example of how open data can help solve the problems described above by sharing their own data and pushing for more openness in general. There are gaps in knowledge about data licensing, citation, data reuse, documentation standards and prioritizing what data is reusable and which one is not. 

Outcome 
The team proposes to seek funding to conduct a workshop that merges data collection, data management and data publication as a functional pipeline.  The workshop will be associated to a prototype repository and data management model, and as a whole the project will test data gathering protocols / data quality verification procedures/ data description/ data publication and citation, and data reuse. This could be a pilot project that focuses on water as a first case but can be transferred to other geosciences and natural hazards data. While domain experts are the ones that can suggest standards should be used to gather and document the data, students, faculty from the school of library sciences (the only one in the Caribbean) need to be involved to assure the usage of open standards and long-term sustainability, discoverability and accessibility of the data. 
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