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Writing Project: Surprising Informative Essay Assignment           

This assignment asks you to write a surprising informative essay (about 3 – 4 double-spaced pages) that draws on your experience at the farmers market as well as on the knowledge that you have gained from the readings in this unit, your questionnaires, your background research on the Web, the flyers and brochures you gathered at the farmers market, and your conversations with the farmers and vendors.      

This essay should be aimed at an audience of your peers.  You might want to imagine that you are writing for a college newspaper or a Web site on college events directed at students and prospective students. Your purpose in this essay is to enlarge your readers’ idea of farmers markets, arouse their curiosity and interest in shopping there, and open up their thinking about the local food options in Western Washington, the question of sustainable agriculture, and the producer-consumer relationship.

This essay is called a surprising informative essay because it should employ the surprising reversal strategy that juxtaposes a fresh or new view of the subject with the common or popular view to create an appealing tension. So, for example, in your introduction you will draw on the common views of farmers markets and local food that your questionnaire respondents expressed.  You may even want to quote from your questionnaires.  You might also share your earlier misconceptions about farmers markets. Then you will present your new view---developed during your visit to the farmers market and through your conversation with several farmers and vendors. You will need to create a thesis that promises to deliver something new or surprising to readers.  In the body of your essay, you will include main points that flesh out this new view and enough specifics---examples, details, maybe quotations from the farmers whom you interviewed---to support your thesis statement and invite your readers to think about farmers markets and local food production in a new way.

For instance, your introduction might set up the common view that farmers markets are expensive, inconvenient, or geared toward yuppie types who like to feel that they have a green lifestyle.  Or you might begin by saying that some students have fond memories of farmers markets from family road trips in the summer but don’t regard farmers markets as places to shop for food regularly.  Try to hook your readers’ interest with this introduction by tying into what they know and think about farmers markets and then motivate them to learn something new. If your questionnaire respondents seemed informed about farmers markets, you will need to find a perspective that is positive but different or deeper than these respondents’ views. Your goal should be to leave your readers wanting to visit a farmers market and thinking about what a more direct connection with local food production could contribute to their health, the environment, the local economy, the farmers, and the long-term good of the bioregion. Often, in a surprising informative essay, the introduction establishing the common view is a larger percentage of the whole essay than are introductions in most essays. Using vivid specifics in your introduction and throughout the essay will help make your essay lively and engaging. Be sure to give your essay an appealing title that suggests the tension in your essay.
