Attachment “C” To:

Virtues and Climate Change 

Curriculum created by Stephen Beck, The Evergreen State College

Student Handout

Workshop on “An Inconvenient Truth”
Time: 60 minutes

Form a group of 4-5 students. Appoint a note-taker and a spokesperson for the group. Be sure your group has a copy of one of each of the two posters we made on virtues. 

I. Individual Writing (20 minutes)
Working individually, start by making several lists:

1. A list of things (ideas, stories, images) that stand out to you from the film.

2. A list of questions that you have about the film or about climate change.

3. A list of character traits that you think Gore is trying to exhibit, as well as ones that you think he actually exhibits (these may be the same or different). Look at the two posters to see whether any of the virtues listed there are relevant. 

4. A list of character traits that Gore discusses or refers to. These could be virtues or vices. Again, you may find inspiration from one of the earlier posters.

Draw upon these lists in writing the following three paragraphs: 

1. Write a paragraph on your own thoughts and feelings about the film. 

2. Write a paragraph on the sorts of character traits that Gore showed in the film that either helped or hindered his goal. 

II. Obstacles (20 minutes)
1. Take turns reading from your first paragraphs. 

2. Once everyone has read, discuss the nature of the threat that climate change poses. How do these connect with your thoughts and feelings that you wrote about earlier?

3. Now, discuss the major obstacles that we all face in responding appropriately to climate change. What keeps us from doing enough? Do these obstacles relate to your own thoughts and feelings? In what ways?

4. Summarize this discussion by focusing on the two or three most important obstacles. Write a sentence or two that describes them.

III. Character Traits (20 minutes) 
1. Take turns reading from your second paragraphs.

2. Once everyone has read, discuss your paragraph. What is admirable in Gore’s character, and what isn’t? Please stick to what is evident in the film. 

3. Now move away from Gore and think about character traits, or virtues, more generally. 

a. What virtues seem to be called for in responding to climate change? (See posters.)

b. Why are these virtues important? 

c. What obstacles do these virtues help people to overcome in responding to climate change? 

4. Summarize this discussion by writing a sentence or two that states the two or three most important virtues for climate change, and say how they would help people to respond to the obstacles we face.

Return to class prepared to share your sentences from the end of sections II and III. 

