Student Handout for Cascade Citizens Monitoring Project

Curriculum by Thomas W. Murphy, Edmonds Community College
Study Guide for Quiz #1

Human Ecology, Winter 2009

Overview:

Your first quiz is scheduled will cover all of your reading and field activities up to that date in the quarter. 

The quiz is an opportunity to assess your comprehension and use of outside reading assignments, your attention to presentations by community partners, and your use of the field guides and supplemental materials we have prepared for your service activities. 

Some of the reading material is not duplicated in your other class activities so it is important that you read and review materials assigned in the syllabus. You can find links to the assigned articles in Blackboard under Course Materials, Assignments and Study Guides. You can also find links to the community partner websites in your field guides and on the syllabus.  

The quiz will consist of definition, identification, short answer (reading) and matching questions. You will have 30 minutes to complete the quiz. The guide below gives you an idea of the types of questions to expect. 

General Tips for Success

This class is designed to facilitate your success. On each field guide you have a list of learning objectives. These learning objectives, as well as the ones on the syllabus, are closely correlated with your potential quiz questions. Be sure to review those objectives and make a concentrated effort to be sure that you learn the items noted. If needed please feel free to ask community partners, instructors, or mentors to elaborate on the learning objectives that appear in the field guides. 

I recognize that in a hands-on class that each of your learning experiences will vary. To help with that challenge I design most of the quiz with options. Under all sections except the short answer questions you will have a choice of questions to answer. All of you have equal access to reading materials so you may not be provided with a choice for questions drawn from the reading. 

Definition:

For your definition questions you should be able to define a series of words selected from a list. Words that might appear on your quiz include the following: anthropology, participant observation, environmental anthropology, service-learning, ecology, human ecology, ecosystem, social system, latitude, longitude, elevation, riparian zone, canopy, channel, dissolved oxygen, coliform bacteria, nitrates, pH, phosphates, temperature, turbidity, citizen science, protocol, track width, track length, stride, straddle, gait, transect, polyethylene, TCF paper, polyester, cotton, aluminum, congealed electricity, feedlot, nitrates, blue baby syndrome, sustainable agriculture, smelting, sustainable development and invasive species. 

The following is an example answer. 

Ecology: The science of relationships and interactions between living organisms and their environments.  

Good resources for studying include your field notes, Pojar (including its glossary), and your readings listed on the syllabus and linked to folders in Blackboard. 

Identification:

You will have two types of identifications. One will ask you to identify representative groups from the human social system. The second will ask you to identify the common or scientific names of specific species of plants from pictures and samples, tell whether they are native or not and list two human uses of the plants. 

For the social groups you should be prepared to identify the following: Students in Service, Edmonds Backyard Wildlife Habitat, National Wildlife Federation, Wilderness Awareness School, Conservation Northwest, Cascade Citizens Wildlife Monitoring Project, REI, Starbucks, Washington Department of Transportation, Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition, Markey Machinery, Duwamish Tribe, Camano Island Coffee Roasters and Stilly-Snohomish Fisheries Enhancement Task Force. 

The following is an example answer:

Tannenbaum Native Growth Protection Area: Tannenbaum NGPA is a buffer zone along Lund’s Gulch Creek set aside by developers in 1999 to protect native plants and animals (including trout and salmon who use Lund’s Gulch Creek). NGPAs are mandated by Snohomish County along streams, rivers, wetland, and near shore areas.  Tannenbaum NGPA is managed by the Tannenbaum Home Owner’s Association, a non-profit organization that consists of home owners in the original development. 
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For plants and animals you should be able to identify the following from a picture, track, scat, cast and/or sample: Oregon Grape, Shore Pine, Red Alder, Western Red Cedar, Black Cottonwood, Grand Fir, Douglas Fir, Western Hemlock, Mountain Hemlock, Subalpine Fir, Noble Fir, Pacific Silver Fir, Sitka Spruce, Himalayan Blackberry, Butterfly Bush, Salmonberry, Scouler’s Willow, Nootka Rose, Red-Osier Dogwood, Scouring Rush, Big Leaf Maple, Cougar, Fisher, Pine Marten, Wolverine, River Otter, Coyote, Wolf, Black Bear, Bobcat, Snowshoe Hare, Douglas Squirrel, Mink, Lynx, Mountain Red Fox, Raccoon Deer, Elk and Mountain Goat. 
For the plant identifications you will also be expected to identify whether it is native or not and two ethnobotanical uses of the plant. The following is an example answer for a plant identification of the adjacent picture:

Giant Horsetail. Native. The first shoots of the season can be peeled and eaten raw. With high silica content Giant Horsetail is also useful for polishing wood objects. 

Good resources for studying include the Web links to community partner home pages, handouts, plant guides (included in folders in Blackboard), ethnobotany pamphlet, Pojar and Halfpenny.

Short Answer Reading Questions:

You should be prepared to answer the following questions with a response of approximately a paragraph. Do not expect to have a choice of questions. 

1. Who is Vi Hilbert? What contribution has she made to better understanding people, plants and animals in Western Washington?

2. What are the primary goals of the Cascade Citizens Wildlife Monitoring Project? How are the data that we collect going to be used?

3. How can we use bird communication to better understand our surroundings?

4. Who is Coyote in Coast Salish narratives? What cultural roles does he play?

5. What impact does coffee drinking have on the environment? Where? What can we do about it?

6. What was the most important lesson you learned from the book, Stuff? Be sure to include a specific example from the book.

7. How do salmon benefit from plantings in riparian zones?

8. What is the smallest watershed in which you live in? Into what other body of water does the water in your watershed go?

9. What are the key features of service-learning? 

10. What is participant observation and how is it related to service-learning?

11. Identify five things that you can do to live in a more sustainable manner.

The following is an example answer: 

What are the key features of service-learning? Service-learning provides students with an opportunity to learn while providing a service to the community or others within the community. To be successful the service should be accompanied by meaningful learning experiences and a reflection exercise. For example, when we remove invasive species we learn about the damage that invasives do to the ecosystem and how to distinguish them from native species. In reflection, we identify our learning experiences and connect them with the service we have provided. Thus, we not only help the local ecosystem we also advance our own education.

Good resources for studying include your reading assignments and notes from the field projects. 

Matching

You might also see a set of matching questions modeled after those that appear at Sightline Institute’s quiz about the book Stuff. Find the link by reviewing your field guide or clicking on the address below.

http://www.sightline.org/publications/books/stuff
