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Student Reflections

When I did my carbon footprint I found out that I was around the average footprint for the U.S. because my total tonnes were 19.078 and the average is 20.4. I was really surprised that the U.S. average is way higher than the global average of 4 tonnes. I was really surprised that in order for us to have a chance in fighting climate change we have to reduce our usage to only 2 tonnes a year. I was amazed to see that we are so much higher than what we need to be.  I will try to change some of my habits to help reduce my tonnes, like I will try and cut down on the electricity I use and I will try and limit how much I use my car, plus I will cut down on my water usage. The obstacle I have is will these changes make it less convenient for me to go about my usual business. I am all about convenience, and so if I have to go out of my usual way to make a change it will be an obstacle for me.

I was not surprised about my ecological footprint. My food and housing were above the country average. We don’t buy a lot of local foods and though we have some energy efficient appliances in my home, we could have more. It was interesting to find out that if everyone lived like me we would need 5.93 earths. I know I need to reduce how much I drive and recycle more. But it is not easy for me to take other transportation. I live far enough way from all the hustle and bustle that to take a transit bus to school would take me an hour, whereas to drive it only takes 15 min. It is also easier to just throw everything away than to sort it out. This is something I am going to work on in the future. I already don’t drive as much as I used to. I plan my trips out so I know where I am going and if I can do more than one thing at a stop all the better. It was good to see where I can improve because how do you know what to work on if you don’t know what needs improvement?

Wow! Only if we can find three more Earth’s (3.52 total), then everybody could live like me. I ride my bike often, eat local organic food, recycle nearly everything and avoid consumerism whenever possible, yet I still have a long way to go before I can get myself within sustainable limits.
Just to test the test itself, I took another test and this time fudged the numbers so I was doing the best that I personally could do in each section.  To my surprise, I got myself down to needing only 40% of the Earth we currently have. These steps, of course, were a bit harder to make a reality, but attainable none the less. I have to give up my car in favor of public transportation/bike, grow a larger garden and buy produce from local farms, eliminate air travel and completely green my home, from solar panels to green rooftops. Doing this actually helped me out more than just taking the initial test. It gave me clearly defined goals. I would actually recommend other students to do this as well.
I will change some of my behaviors. Air travel is the hard one. I have family living all over the US and I would like to see them. I do have plans to sell my car and use the money to update my home with energy saving features. They are extremely expensive though. This test just reminds me of how important it is to do things on a larger scale through legislation.

Holy Crap: an expression that can define nearly ninety-nine percent of the things that we use in our daily lives. For a capitalistic driven society, people have more than just the five necessities of life (food, water, air, shelter, and love), they have cell phones, and blue tooth’s, blackberries, and cars, and a whole lot more. What it really boils down to is that we just have a bunch of crap that we consider holy. John Ryan and Alan Durning’s book, titled “Stuff,” tries to show us this by tracking the amount of destruction that is created in order to give us this stuff we use in our everyday lives. What I learned is that many of the things that I use every day could be taken away, and I would still (amazingly) continue living; and so, society as a whole must stop creating so much destruction and change their ways in order to get back to what is really important: each other.

The most significant thing I learned in the Eco Encore project was that we as students can make a big difference in the community and that if we all participate and help each other out, we can learn a lot and achieve a lot for the end goal of global sustainability. The connections I have made form our work in school and our service learning is that they go hand in hand; the passage we were reading in class was about how to help conserve the land so that we don’t destroy it entirely, and with our service project we went “in the field” so that we could actually help with solutions to conserve the environment rather than just read about how to. The service project did enhance my class learning because after the project I was more aware of the problems in my community and I was more interested in the topics in class after doing my service project.

First I never really appreciated how many people are active in trying to preserve our planet. Second I would have hoped there would have been more people trying to save our planet. Third I was shocked that Republicans don’t really want to do anything. Now, at first I did not think the class was a good idea because it seemed like we would just talk about the problems and do nothing, which is what Americans have been doing for eight years, but then we actually did something which made it all relevant. Without that action, there would have been no point to the class.

I learned that if you feel like something should be done about an issue, then the best way to see it through is to get involved in companies and with other people who care about the same issues. I found that there are great people who have dedicated their lives to helping the environment and how cool I think that is. It has encouraged me to take a closer look at green industries and factories and to possibly make green energy a career goal of mine. The service learning did enhance my experience but it was a lot to fit into a schedule like mine, and some others I worked with. They did however go hand in hand and make the experience better.

I feel both service learning projects are connected and very similar. The gave me insight as to what I can do around my community. These things can be minuscule acts like spending a couple hours weeding or driving around collecting books. No matter what the task is, it’s very simple to do and can help out a lot on a massive scale if we all work together and have dedication. The service projects did enhance my learning because they gave me a hands-on experience. Not only am I being verbally taught about these issues ( as well as learning about English) but I am making a difference in my community as well. These projects give a breath of fresh air to just sitting in the classroom working on papers and assignments.

It was been a life changing experience for me personally to be involved with these fascinating individuals. It did enhance my learning, and mainly directed my focus in a completely foreign direction. I found that I was interested in this topic, and felt it was an important issue. The class work was on “sustainability,” and all the service everyone was participating in was all connected. I am glad that at the beginning of the quarter, when I was asked if I wanted to get out of this class and join a different, more traditional English format, that I did not entertain this idea for long.

Our project did enhance my learning overall. I saw first hand what we are doing to the land, and how I can change it. It doesn’t need to be some big complicated formula that only a select few can change. It is easy to do our part to help the environment.

I think we got to read about making a difference and actually accomplish it with our service work. It enhanced my class learning by giving me real life examples of what many of the authors were trying to say and accomplish in their pieces.

