Sociology 220: Contemporary Social Issues
Anita Harker, Whatcom Community College
Environmental Advocacy Project
[bookmark: _GoBack]This assignment requires that you apply the course’s content on advocacy, sustainability, and environmental justice to an environmental issue that you are passionate about. Remember that advocacy can take place at different levels – local efforts might incorporate community members and smaller businesses or groups, whereas national efforts to organize are much more ambitious and require greater resources and access to organizations with broad influence. Through the process of rallying communities together in support of important causes, politicians can be encouraged to change policies at the level of government. Businesses can be targeted for changing their practices, or to get behind efforts to support change. 

After choosing an environmental issue that speaks to you, start by summarizing the historical roots of this issue within the context of your own community.  Next, identify what kind of action is needed (political? public? corporate? or some combination of the three?) to instigate positive change as it relates to your issue of choice. Now, devise a strategy for organizing citizens (or groups) for the purposes of advocacy. Finally, explain the steps you would encourage them to take to advocate for the cause either to policymakers or businesses. Your strategies should include both on-the-ground strategies and online-strategies, with a justification for your particular choices of strategies. Finally, you will include an appendix of materials you create with the intent of creating awareness and inciting action in an appendix. Please refer to the outline of the paper below for details on each section:

INTRODUCTION
Describe the community and social problem you are focusing on. Provide the historical context for the issue in this particular community, and how it helps us understand current debates surrounding the social problem of concern. In other words, what is at stake? Who are the stakeholders? What are those stakeholders' values and positions relative to this problem/issue? Why should we care? And what about the history of this community do we need to understand before organizing a plan to promote social change? This section will require outside research, and should include a minimum of 5 credible references. [Three paragraph minimum].
PROPOSED PLAN OF ACTION

Be specific, and include both on-the-ground grassroots organizing as well as methods of online activism HINT: To a degree, I have already dictated your methods in the sense that I am asking you to create specific materials, as outlined below. Regardless, I do expect you to outline and justify the timing and implementation of your methods and materials by citing research and theories we have covered in class (or that you have supplemented with your own research). [Two paragraph minimum].

POTENTIAL BARRIERS

What will be your main obstacles? What resistance do you foresee? How can an understanding of the history of your community and this environmental issue help you plan to overcome these obstacles? What groups of people do you need to reach out to in order to garner support? What organizers should be included in the work? [One paragraph minimum].

APPENDIX: Materials

Prepare materials for distributing awareness about your issue and to inspire action. With each format, think about your audience, and include a justification/explanation paragraph following each section. For instance, when you include the single image, be sure to explain how you came to the decision to use that particular image to capture the spirit of your issue. 

1. Letter to a local government representative

Write a one-page letter to a local government official that summarizes the issue at hand and includes relevant research and facts. [be specific, and be prepared to actually send the letter].

2. Letter to the Editor

Write a 300-word letter to the editor of your community newspaper

3. Public Service Announcement

You’ve been allotted a 30 second time slot on NPR for a Public Service Announcement (PSA) based on your social issue. Include a copy of the text that will be read during this time. Also include other relevant details, such as whether you will include sound effects? Who will read it? What type of voice (will it sound masculine, feminine, androgynous, young, old, etc – be specific, and justify your choices)? Please refer to the following resource for guidance on constructing a PSA: http://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/participation/promoting-interest/public-service-announcements/main

4. Instagram

Create three Instagram posts in the style of Humans of New York. If you are not familiar with this project, it began as an online collection of quotes/short stories and portraits of residents of New York: https://www.instagram.com/humansofny/

For your purposes, your posts should of course include “humans” from your own community of choice (in some cases, you may want to highlight animals, but you need to be able to share their story, so to speak. So, I’m open to interpretation of “human” ). You will need to include a portrait or image representative of that person (with their consent) and also include their thoughts on the particular social problem you are exploring. You should tailor the prompt accordingly, and be thoughtful about whether it makes sense to include community members from different generations, occupations, or other demographic variables. For instance, if I was interested in exploring water rights in my community, I might consider asking farmers of different generations about their views on access to this resource. You will share your completed posts with me, and I will upload them to our class Instagram account at the end of the quarter. **IMPORTANT: Be sure to check in with me about your plan for this particular part of the project prior to starting it. It is important to think carefully about the wording of your prompt, and your choice of subjects.

5. Spokesperson

Choose a “dream” celebrity advocate for your cause, and justify your choice. [Celebrity is up to interpretation, and could mean a local celebrity.]

6. Twitter

Now, distil the message down to a single tweet (140 characters or less).

7. Image/Art

Choose a single image or art piece that represents/symbolizes the issue in your community (can be an original piece, or borrowed, but please indicate its origin).

8. #hashtag

Finally, create a hashtag. 

A draft of your entire project will be due _______. 

Peer reviews within your discussion groups will be conducted during that week, and due by _______

Final drafts are due during the final week of the quarter and you will be asked to share your final projects with the entire class, and have a chance to read and make a meaningful comment on a minimum of 3 class members’ projects by the end of day. 

REFERENCES:

Please use APA style to cite your sources. Refer to the following style guide for questions on formatting:
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/


*The premise of this assignment was inspired initially by a research paper assignment on community-level advocacy, designed by Dr. Hope Corbin of Western Washington University. 

