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This assignment is designed to get you thinking about how to foster environmental awareness—and action—in people over whom you might have some influence, especially students younger than you.  The idea is to explore ways of inspiring others to think about environmental sustainability, as we have done in class with some of the readings and exercises we have shared.  There are three parts to this assignment; please do all three.  I think this assignment can be done well in 2-3 pages; if you can do it more concisely, that’s fine.  If you need more space, that’s acceptable, too.

1) Identify and describe what you think to be the most pressing actual or underlying problem related to the environment today, and explain why you take that to be the most pressing problem.  So, for instance, if you think overpopulation is at the source, talk about that.  Or perhaps, you, like Karen Warren, for instance, will argue that patriarchal thinking and justification is the root cause of environmental degradation.  Or, maybe, like Naess, you will claim that it has more to do with anthropocentric thinking.  Whatever you choose, say enough about it that your reader (me) can understand what you’re claiming and why.
2) Develop and describe a classroom lesson or exercise that you think would do a reasonable job of exploring the issue identified in #1.  Be sure to indicate what age group your exercise is designed for as well as what outcome you have in mind.  Describe how you think the exercise would unfold and what challenges you think you might have to overcome in delivering it.
3) Find some volunteers (actual age-appropriate students, or friends, family, or classmates) and do your best to present your lesson.  Describe how that experience went.  Reflect on it.  What worked?  What didn’t?  What, if anything would you do differently next time?  

