Attachment to:

Courting Environmental Justice: Science, Community Knowledge and Public Health
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NOTE: This is the preamble we used for our two-week scenario, offered just as an example; adjust as needed. 

Student Handout

Resources

Libby, MT – WR Grace -- Asbestos Case Study: Two-week set of readings 

We’ll be working on these readings selectively over two weeks. This is one of the most significant environmental health cases, with the public health science on display in the courtroom. The WR Grace criminal trial is underway in Montana right now. It’s being closely watched by the public health science, law and advocacy communities. The outcome will have substantial impact on the practice of environmental/occupational science, health care, and social justice. We would like you to familiarize yourself with the case by reading selectively. 

* indicates readings that are highly recommended by your faculty. Beyond those, read as much as you can, peruse broadly, following your interests. Section 3: offers some general materials (including video clips) to help you quickly get into the case. Week 1 = focus on Science.  Week 2 = focus on law, community and social justice. But it would be helpful for you to look over Section 3 to get started. 

For this classroom module, our readings will draw from Sections 1-5. Section 6 is more extended readings, perhaps for more in-depth project and future work. Section 7 provides a few key resources on EH, EJ and just sustainability. 

1. Government materials on this case, prior conditions and on asbestos:

Asbestos Cleanup in Libby, MT, June 20, 2002 Senate Hearing, Subcommittee on Superfund, Toxics, Risk and Waste Management, of the Committee on Environment and Public Works, One Hundred and Seventh Congress, Second Session. 

(Informative testimony from federal, state and local officials, public health and environmental professionals and advocates.) 

http://www.usdoj.gov/opa/pr/2003/August/03_enrd_180.htm 

(high profile civil case against Grace Corp, 2003, US Dept of Justice)

http://www.epa.gov/region8/superfund/libby *

(background, updates, cleanup activities; June 17th declaration of Public Health Emergency in Libby MT) 

http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/Asbestos/sites/libby_montana *

(intro, public health response plan) 

http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/asbestos *

(background info on asbestos, exposure, medical community, national map)

US Government Accountability Office, GAO-08-71, October 2007.“Hazardous Materials: EPA May Need to Reassess Sites Receiving Asbestos-Contaminated Ore from Libby, Montana, and Should Improve Its Public Notification Process.” 

2. WR Grace Company website:

 * read selectively, but do look this over

www.grace.com/About/EHS/Libby 

(issues & answers, timeline, medical program, mining & mill occupational programs, zonolite insulation, statement regarding indictment) 

3. General orientation to the case:

www.livingwithgrace.us *(will give you a good sense of the community)

Video-journalist returns home to Libby. Good introduction, profiles of the community; short videos; see 2-minute video CARD, with the physician at the Center for Asbestos-Related Diseases in Libby. 

http://www.democracynow.org  Do a search on WR Grace. You’ll find various materials, including extensive interviews with Gayla Benefield, key community advocate and journalists, both aired on April 22, 2009 during the trial. Related earlier broadcasts on the company and the case, as well as coverage after the trial. Also reported is EPA’s declaration of Public Health Emergency, June 2009.  

http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov2007/libbymontana
(About the Point-of-View film “Libby MT” and related materials)

http://www.loe.org/shows/segments.htm?programID=07-P13-00033&segmentID=3  (Living on Earth radio interview about the
 film “Libby MT”)

http://www.counterpunch.org/peacock03022009.html *

(“ A Poisoned Town’s Shot at Justice: Libby, MT vs. WR Grace”;

by Andrea Peacock, author of Libby, Montana: Asbestos and the Deadly Silence of an American Corporation. A good retrospective on the case. )

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2009/mar/08/usa-mining-libby-montana 

(British coverage: “Welcome to Libby MT, the town that was poisoned”) 

4. University of Montana project on the case, Schools of Law & Journalism: *

 http://blog.umt.edu/gracecase  

This is an invaluable resource, sustained throughout the trial by law students, undergraduate and graduate school journalism students, and UMT faculty. It provides day-by-day coverage of the trial, news stories (Los Angeles Times, New York Times, regional press) and multimedia resources. It also serves as a helpful tutorial, with sections on pretrial and trial evidence, how a criminal trial proceeds, etc.  

5. Journalist Andrew Schneider, Seattle Post-Intelligencer

Schneider is the journalist – with a national profile – who’s been following this story for the longest time. His coverage led to a book An Air That Kills: How the Asbestos Poisoning of Libby, Montana, Uncovered a National Scandal.
We will only sample from the extensive coverage on the Libby story. His stories appear first in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, then Post-Intelligencer blog, then on two different websites. The Post Intelligencer no longer has a print edition;  Schneider continues his reporting on-line. He & Spokane physician Dr. Whitehouse have spoken on this story to the Washington Public Health Association. 

http://www.seattlepi.com/uncivilaction* (This presents his coverage from the main opening article Nov 11, 1999 “A Town Left to Die” up through 2008. Read selectively, especially his November 1999 coverage, which broke the story nationally.)

http://blog.seattlepi.com/secretingredients  (Again, voluminous – too much to read it all. * Recommended: 3/4/09 “epi vs. docs.”  3/9/09 “stifle govt witness,”  3/10/09 “Top Govt witness,” 3/11/09 “govt secrecy,” 3/12/09 “Grace lawyers still argue,” 3/16/09 “Will there be Justice?”) 

http://andrewschneiderinvestigates.com   (This is an amalgam of his online coverage of environmental and workplace health. Read selectively. * recommended: 3/10/09 (“Top Medical Witnesses”), 3/16/0  (“What Kind of Justice does Libby Want?”), 4/7/09 trial coverage)

www.coldtruth.com Original Investigative Journalism, Schneider’s new site, June 2009. See categories -- WR Grace, asbestos, government & corporate wrong-doing. 

NOTE: These 4 Schneider sites overlap and merge. He has followed the Libby story for over a decade, through various publishing transformations at The Seattle Post-Intelligencer and changes in his web access.  Some of the key coverage is * to guide readers, but a careful review of all four sites is helpful.  

6. Background readings, for more in-depth coverage 

RE: Key full-length text on WR Grace, asbestos, and the Libby MT story:

Schneider, Andrew.  An Air That Kills: How the Asbestos Poisoning of Libby, Montana, Uncovered a National Scandal. NY: GP Putnam’s Sons, 2004. 

RE: earlier civil trial of WR Grace for pollution hazard in Massachusetts :

Brown, Phil & Edwin Mikkelsen. No Safe Place: Toxic Waste, Leukemia, and Community Action. Berkeley: UC Press, 1990.

Harr, Jonathon. A Civil Action. NY: Vintage Books, 1995. 

RE: environmental health and justice in the courts, especially tort cases: Cranor, Carl. Toxic Torts: Science, Law and the Possibility of Justice. NY: Cambridge University Press, 2006.  

RE: background on legislation on asbestos:“Federal Asbestos Legislation: The Winners Are…” Public Citizen’s Congress Watch, 2005.

http://www.citizen.org/documents/master%20report.pdf 

7. A few key resources on environmental health and justice

www.healthandenvironment.org    Collaborative for Health and the Environment (network of environmental health scientists, practitioners, advocates; with a rich array of resources, data sets, etc.)

www.environmentalhealthnews.org (search by case, location, hazard)

www.scorecard.org  (provides hazards by category and zip code)

www.ejrc.cau.edu  Environmental Justice Resource Center, Clark Atlanta University, most important site for information on racial/class bias in environmental risk; excellent place to learn about principles, strategy, community coalitions, the law.  

http://www.ejnet.org/ej/principles.html   (principles of environmental justice)

http://wwwun.org/en/documents/udhr  United Nations Declaration of Human Rights, especially articles 23 (labor rights) and 25 (health rights)

http://thepumphandle.wordpress.com  Very important blog of environmental practitioners, many in public health and environmental agencies, with informative  exchanges and resources on environmental health and social justice.  
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