Attachment for: Exploring Personal Footprints

Curriculum by Bev Farb, Everett Community College

Student Handout:

Structure of the Five Page Paper

No matter which research method you are using, your five-page paper will have the same parts.

I. Title page: Include name, title, and date 

II. Introduction (half page)

A. What is your research question?

B. For survey or experiment, what was your hypothesis?

      For participant observation, what did you expect to find?

C. Briefly explain how you gathered your data

III. Literature Review (two pages)

What have others discovered about this topic? Use their findings to discuss your research question. (See “How to Write a Literature Review”)

IV. Results (two pages)

Report the results of your research.  Did you find what you expected?  (See “How to Analyze Survey Results,” “How to Analyze Experiment Results,” or “How to Analyze Participant Observation Results”) 

V. Conclusion (half page)

What is the next study that should be done to follow up on yours? Be specific: What kind of method would help you learn more about your topic? (E.g., interviews? surveys? observations? experiments?) Which populations would you like to target? (E.g., college students? single parents? business leaders? etc.)

VI.       Bibliography (APA style)

Grading Rubric

Introduction         

           ____/5

Literature Review

           ____/10 All sources are professional                              

           ____/  5 Proper citations (both in-text and bibliography)

           ____/  5 Information from sources are integrated into a coherent discussion

Results


For Survey and Experiment

____/ 5  Hypothesis and variables clearly explained

____/10 Table accurately constructed

____/10 Table accurately interpreted

OR

For Participant Observation

____/  5 Expectations clearly explained

____/  5 Each pattern clearly explained

____/10 Each pattern supported with at least two direct quotes or other field note entries

____/  5 Tentative conclusion flows logically from the patterns presented

Conclusion


____/  5 Specific plan for next study (future research) 

