Attachment “C”

What’s Up With Your Stuff?
Curriculum created by Holly Hughes, Edmonds Community College

Student Handout
Service Learning Team Project

Overview
You will have the opportunity to participate in a quarter-long service-learning project with a non-profit organization called Eco Encore and a local community partner environmental organization. The Eco Encore project will engage you in a collective action problem that asks you to work with a group of students from this and several other classes in a collaborative effort to recycle books and media. The proceeds generated by the online sale of the books and media will go to support Eco Encore’s operations and those of an environmental organization that you select from among Eco Encore’s recipient organizations.

You will also have the opportunity to learn and practice your primary and secondary research skills by researching the history and mission of the environmental organization you select and one of its key issues. You’ll have the opportunity to provide service to that organization or participate in other local service projects. Finally, you’ll present the information you researched to the class in a team presentation at the end of the quarter and write a reflection on your “service-learning” experience.  

Background Information
Eco Encore is a Seattle-based 501(c)3 non-profit organization that recycles donated books and media by selling them online and then contributes the proceeds to environmental organizations. More information about Eco Encore as well as its online store is available at the web address :  http://www.ecoencore.org
“Service-Learning” is a teaching and learning strategy that integrates meaningful community service with instruction and reflection to enrich the learning experience, teach civic responsibility, and strengthen communities.” For more information and service-learning resources visit the web sites listed below: 

http://www.edcc.edu/servicelearning 

http://www.servicelearning.org 

Service Objectives:
· Keep books and media in use and out of landfills. 

· Raise proceeds for Puget Sound area non-profit organizations actively working to improve the quality of our environment for all species.

· Assist Eco Encore staff in the process of evaluating donations, listing them in an online catalog, and staging them for distribution.

· Volunteer with an environmental organization or participate in other service project.  

Learning Objectives:

· Identify and describe the functions of the environmental non-profit you have selected from among the Eco Encore recipient organizations (group interaction). 

· Plan an effective strategy for soliciting donations of books and media from friends, associates, and community members (group interaction; critical thinking). 

· Work collaboratively with a small group of students towards a common goal (group interaction). 

· Make connections between course material and the work of environmental organizations (critical thinking) 

· Conduct research to assess the economic value of donations, select a market price, and list items for sale online (quantitative skills). 

· Conduct primary and secondary research on an environmental organization and an issue that is important to it (oral and written communication, critical thinking).

· Present your findings as a team in an oral presentation (oral communication).

· Gain experience as a volunteer and realize benefits from it. (critical thinking, group interaction).

· Reflect on service-learning experiences by writing an essay on your experience and your group’s collaborative experience in working together (critical thinking; oral and written communication). 
Teams:
The second week of the quarter we will form teams to participate in the Eco Encore project and work with a local environmental organization. Please read through the list (posted in Blackboard) so you can choose the organization that you’re interested in working with. I’ve included the links there, too, so you can check out their website and see the types of projects they do.  I’ll do my best, but can’t guarantee that everyone will get his/her first choice, so please come with a first and second choice.  Once you’ve formed your team, you’ll have four tasks to complete:  
1) Primary research with environmental organization:  

 You’ll conduct interviews with the environmental organization you’re working with to find out the following information: 1) brief history of organization; 2) goals and mission; 3) community outreach; and, 4) funding sources.

2) Secondary research on issue related to your organization’s mission
You’ll do secondary research on an issue related to the organization’s mission. You will need to become familiar with the environmental organization’s mission before being able to do this.   We’ll do a tour of the library, then you’ll be expected to continue researching this issue on your own, both in print and online sources: 1) three (3) print sources minimum; and, 2) total of 8 - 10 sources total (per group).

3) Participate in service project:  

You’ll do a service project with the organization you selected (if possible), OR participate in another environmental organization service project, participating for a total of four (4) hours, keeping track of your service hours in a Service Learning Log.   You’ll also need to contribute two hours to the Eco-Encore project, either by gathering books and materials as donations OR by attending a listing party.  (See schedule of listing parties and Eco-Encore contact information at end). 
4) Give a team presentation:  

During the 11th week of the quarter, your team will give a 30 minute presentation on the environmental organization you researched, your research on the issue, and your service experience.  We’ll spend more time in class talking about the specific format of the presentation and visual aids.   You’ll also need to submit a “Team Outline” and “Works Cited” (which lists the sources for your research in correct MLA form), as well as individual reflections on your “service-learning” experience.  
Deadline Schedule: 

You’ll have specific assignments each week to help ensure your group is accomplishing its tasks.  Here’s a summary of the “service-learning” team project deadlines (also listed on your Class deadline sheet):  

April 17:  Form teams

April 24: Team contract due

May 1:  List of sources due

May 8:  Annotated list of sources due

May 15: List of interview questions due

May 22: Progress Report and Service Learning Logs due

May 29: Outline of Presentation due

June 5: Revised Outline of Presentation due

June 10 & 12:  Team Presentations/ Final Outline and Works Cited Due

June 18: Service Learning Reflection, Individual and Peer Assessments due 

Eco Encore: 

For general information on Eco Encore, visit www.ecoencore.org
We’ll have one of the project coordinators visit our class to tell you more about Eco Encore and how you can be most effective in finding donated materials.  

Project Coordinators:
Two project coordinators are available to help you succeed with this project

To count for the contest your donations must be submitted in a box or a bag that is clearly marked with a three-digit code we will provide you. The box or bag should be placed in or near the Eco Encore bin.

